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BACKGROUND

Heritage Grant in brief

This strategy responds to the Tidbilla Pioneers AssociatiditPAR019/20 Heritage Grant

CNFyaradgAzy w201 zlftSe Ayid2 Iy AYyGSNILINBGFGAZ2Y WKd
1 interpretation planning

9 directional signs (one modified and one new)

91 three newinterpretive signgCanberra Tracks template)

Launch during the ACT & Region Heritage Fegesitponed t02021)

Thestrategh & | O2yadzZ GFyiQa NBLRNIL G2 GKS ¢t! o
It provides background to stories available for interpretation, and a suite of possibiiiti sharing those
stories and enhancing visitor experiesce

The strategyoes beyond theluration of thecurrent Heritage Granto outline directionsandto guide
on-going development afesources, facilities and programs for interpretation.

The ontent doesnot represent acommitment by theTPA or the ACT Governméatundertake works.
Rather it offers suggestions and approaches for consideration by deeisakersover time

(Sep 2020 Mark Butz)

Rock Valleyn brief

TheRock Valleyultural landscapéehas 25,000+ years of Aboriginal history ahtiost190 years of
European ocapation history(from the 1830s)

TheRock ValleyHomesteaddates from 1895, and was occupiedthyee generations of the Green family
until it was taken into the Tbinbilla Nature Reserve the 1960s.

The place is owned and managed by the ACT Parks & Conservation Service (ACTPCS).
The homesteaghousegardenand home paddoclvere seveely damaged by bushfire in January 2003

The building has been stabilised grattially reconstructedthe garden has been partially recovereshd
both aretended largely by volunteers.

TheRock Vallejlomestead and surroundsave been listed on thACT Heritage Registemce 2015.

Mark Butz¢ Learnscapeg 0418417-635 ¢ mark.butz@bigpond.com 1
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Location

For this strategy the Tidbinkilivalley is the catchment of the Tidbinbilla River, flowing into Paddys River.
It is bounded in the north by the range and foothills that define the catchment of Hndiek.

In the south it is geographically bound by a spur running nedst from Mount Eliza, but by convention is
seen to include the catchment containing Birrigai. The Gibraltar Valley adjoins to theesmtiith
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Context of Rock Valley Homestead (arrowed) in Tidbinbilla Nature Redealfeay between the active visitor hubs
of the Nature Discovery Playground and The Sanct(a&T Government)

TheRock Valley destead is situated on a spur (the toe of Wallaroo Ridge) between two streams
6DNBSyaQ CNeByid / NBS1T FyR .01 / NBS{0L 6KAOK YSNHS

N\

© 2020 Goggle

( ek
\ Imagery Date: 4/27]019

Landscape setting of Rock Valley homestead
in the Tidbinbilla valleydetail at right TR : ! e B
(Google Earth 27 Apr 2019) i i S O

Imagery Date: 4/27/2019)
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Supporting framework for proposed works

Theworks and actiongropoedA y G KS ¢t ! Qa | SNAGF IS Ddbpyfaiiond INR LI2 & | f
expressed in th&haping our Territory business case and master plan for Tidbinp&T Government
2004) which sought to guide recovery from the 2003 bushfires.

That report:

9 NBldANBR (GKIF{i WSOSNROIKAYIIYRI i KSa KRARS aYidzyj @z $§ &K
FGOGNY OGA2ya Ydzad o06S dzyAljdzS 6We¢AROAYyoAfftl & 0S¥

9 identified cultural heritage values within a natural setting as an integral part of the attraction and
experience of the Reserve

f setoutinitiatives and oppdrdzy A G A S& GKI G Ay Of dzZRSRY Wi2 LINRBJARS
KAali2NR 2F ¢AROAYOAffl FyR (GKS &-deNadBodegnRA Yy 3 RA &
OWGAAAGL GA2Y 120 dENIGEdzNE NS & RO Yy S+ NJ

9 identified Rock Valleydinestead as minterpretation node for European cultural heritage

1 envisaged that the Tidbinbilla Pioneers Association (TPA), in collaboration with government staff,
g2dzf R RS@St 2L W RAaALIX I & YR AYOGSNIINBGFGA2Y &dN
200dzLJ GA2Y 2F GKS @lItftSeQ 6RS@GSt2LAyYy3Id RAALI I &4z
1 outlined works that included stabilisation and partial reconstruction ofRoek Valley émestead,
with its potential use for interpretation and display depend@em decisions for its lonterm future.

These matters were subsequently reflected in the key desired outcomes and policies in the
Tidbinbillaplan of managementACT Government 201,2n particular:

1 better recognition, conservation and interpretation ailtural heritage values
1 amore comprehensive approach to interpretationAdforiginal and European cultural heritage

1 development and promotion of eultural heritage interpretation progranto enrich visitor
experience and understanding

9 improvedaccesility of cultural heritage places to visitors, whjjeotecting values

9 achievement of avell recognised rolén environment education, and natural and cultural heritage
conservation thaattracts involvementof people from the region and beyond

activeinvolvementof the community and corporate sectors in management programs

= =4

involvement of people and organisations witlspecial interestin protection and conservation of
cultural heritage

recognition ofcommunity attachmentto heritage places
encouragement of researchinto cultural occupation, heritage places, and ongoing connection
encouragement of conmunity participationin heritage management and interpretation

=A =4 =4 =

training for rangers and volunteer interpreters foh@h professional standaréh cutural heritage
interpretation

9 practical connection with théustralian AlpsCooperative Management Program

The plan of management specifically mentions:

development of &’ K S N { KpanSarilyiwslk/dydleDwith Rock Veyl Fomestead as a focabint
for interpretation of European cultural heritage

9 preparation of econservation management plafor the Rock Valley site to frame future use of the
homestead

9 further interpretation of the site and possiblee-establishmentof some of the garden andchard.

Mark Butz¢ Learnscapex 0418417-635 ¢ mark.butz@bigpond.com 3
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PART A THE PLACE: PAST AND PRESENT
The Sory to beTold

This section traceshangesn the place andh its social andandscape context over time, leading to an
account of what has persisteddntinuity) to form the tangible basis of intpretation today.

The content of this section it comprehensiveinstead summariseds an aido understandingfor
framing works ad developing content fointerpretive signsbrochures, presentations and tours

After some contextual overviewhlat samplefrom deep time to the pesent daythe more detailed
materialis organised into threeelatively recenphases:

¢ KS DNIE S (18081968)STalRé&erve e(d9682003)- After the Fireg20032020).

Each of these is then organised ihwee aspects of the landscapRuildingsg Grounds Surrounds

Aboriginal acccupancy

The human story begins withe richand continuinghistory ofAboriginal occupationf the Tidbinbilla
landscape over at least the pad,@00 years.

The Tidbinbia valley offered abundant resourceswater,food andfibre, stone and timber for
manufactring tools and implementsjsefulpathways to and through the mountains, refuge from colder
weather, shelter in rock overhangs, and places of great culaurdbpiritual signifcance.

This enduring Aboriginal occupation and usénterpreted elsewhere in the Resenamdthere is certainly
scope to interpreit alsoat Rock ValleiHomesteadnoting thatabundantartefact material has been
located in the immedite vicinity of the homestead.

This reflects theommonphysical characteristics that make the place suitableatl an Aboriginal
occupation site and aettlerhomestead site.

Archaeological analysis of artefdittds across the region indicates thsiteshistoricallyfavoured by
Aboriginal peoplevould beelevated, fairly level, and well drainezlpse to amajorwatercourseand

often near confluencesArtefacts are also more likely on major ridgelines and spurs that provide natural
pathways andin areas with an easterly to nortbasterly aspect(Barber et al. 20086-37) All of these
conditionsapply tothe spur on whichRock Valley Homesteasllocated

Additionally,within easy reach of the homesteaack art has beenecorded at WallabjRocksn the
range andalsoreported inoral history at Woolpack Rockselow the homestead andextto the river
(the latter art sitethoughtto be not extant).

A little further afield but still within the Rock Valley holdinthere are records ad wrroboree sitéstone
arrangementnear the headwaters of Sheedys Cr¢gérber & Williams 1998) with a significant spiritual
site noted at Gibraltar Rock§'NR Website)

Across the riveand opposite the homesteadhe former pine plantation (Block 6)ow termed
Jedbinbillahas long been reported as important ceremonial placavhich may have continued to be
usedfor sometime after European settlement. This area yieldetiigh density of artefact materiathen
surveyedafter the 2003 fires (Baber et al. 2004)

Artefacts indicate that use was made of the abundant variety of seaa@lablein the area, including
guartz, chertyolcanicsguartzite and sandstone The granite component of the landscape provided
abundantrock shelters, as well &&ing habitat for rock wallabies and other wildligend in higher parts
potential Bogong moth aestivation sites

It is likely that at least for the past few thousand yeatise valley would have supportedccugtion
throughout the yearwith seasonaforays into the ranges in pursuit of particular resourcasfor
ceremonial purposes.(Barber & Williams 1996)

Mark Butz¢ Learnscapex 0418417-635 ¢ mark.butz@bigpond.com 5
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European evnership and occupancy

W{ |j dzl -TidibllyilE Pastoral Run

The processes oflispossession and dispersal of Aboriginalglebegan in thel820s when Europeans
first recorded visits to the Limestone Plains and the Monaro, and began to establish settleandrits

graze stock beyond thefficial Limits ofLocation The pioneer settlers that we focus onRbck Valley
may havehad minimal contact with Aboriginal people from the 188@90s.

In the 1830<5eorgeSolomonWebb settled on the western side of the Murrumbidgee, initially near
Tharwa and nh 1834 he became the first settlet @idbinbilla Fve years latehe took p a lease orthe
TidbinbillyPastoraRun(No0.185) The run covered 25 square milés,500ha) including theentire
Tidbinbilla valleyand extending to Paddys River.wts estimated to soport grazing of 800 cattle.

2 500Qa Yy tihdaMusr@rdibigie River catchmenwvere Andrew Cunningham (No.200

Congwarralt 10,000 acrel,046hg, T H Macquoid (No2D Freshford 5,000 acre&,023h3a), and
William Davisnr.(No.39 Booroaroombi4,480 acred,813h3).

In 1864 Webb secured a conditional leasehishouse blockon Widbinbilla Rivulgp, close to the current

Reserve boundaryportion 2 ofParish BooroombaCounty Cowle{100 acres/40.5ha)Thisformedthe
heart of Tidbinbille&&ation, with a total 0f20,000 acres/810hand capacity for 500 cale.

[ SFOY {dzr G SNHKIGgwerderdriiop NI f
.St26Y 2850600Qa LBRNIAZ2Y H
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In 1866 George Webb, widowed since 1845, moved to Uriarra, and auctioned the Tidbinbilly Run. It was

purchased byAndrew Cunninghamwho held the Congwarrah Run to the north. He also held Lanyon,
Freshford, Tuggranong [sic], and other properties, and was a major landholder. His sons (Faukswn

Cunninghamand James Cunningham) continued the family empire &itedeath in 1887.

@ KS GAYS 2F GKS /dzyyAy3aKlIYaQ (SydaNBx (GKS

f 1 NBS

government allowed smaller settlers to select parcels of land that were once the exclusive domain of the

squatters and owners of lge runs.
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Selection Small settlers

The major part of the lower valley was selected 884by the family of John and Bridg8heedy and

Johy widowedmother Julia Sheedyportions 5 and 9 of Parish Booroomba respectively, lying upstream
fromGeorge S606 Q& &St SOGA2Yy®

Between these two holdings, Johviall had previously selected portions 6, 7 and 21 in 1§&3haps

WR dzY Y ZpasiigdaQ hona fideselector,for the Cunninghams of Lanyon, where he workedjesg

were forfeited and PatrickSheedy (kElest son of John and Bridget) took pprtions 6 and 21n 1887.

In the same year William John Sheedy (the second son) took up a selection (later portions 36 and 37)
FR22AYAY3I GKS &a2dziKSNYy SR3IS 2F KAA TFlLIKSNDa L2 NIA

L2 23 5 ,‘.l‘ & b a2 “:7.,"‘
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John Sheedy built a house in portion 5 (latéthin portion 69) and another on portion 6 The Sheedys
referred to their holdings as Rotklley.

Theslab house on portion 6, across Back Creek from theeptesite of the Rock Valleyorhestead sat
adjacent to ggraniteoutcropthat is saidto have prompted the namélthoughportions5 and 9 the first
acquisitiors, were alsodominated bygranite outcrops)

There was also a house portion 9 heldnominallypyWdzf A I 6 W D Nihtef i a@pioxif&eSi®R &
2F . 28RS gldQeitoSKeRdyzCoeek

It has been stated thathe heavily timbered nature of the landscape favoured cajtiezing, and there

was little incentive to undertake clearing, except around house paddddksiever, in 188dohnSheedy
was fetching good prices for his wool clip from Rock Véleyy Telegraph 4 Feb 1887:3)uggesting that

the Sheedys had undertak some significant clearing.

Despite theeffort required forclearing,construction, fencing and yargthe Sheedyslid not stay long.

Julia Sheedigaddied at Rock Vallegarlyin 1889 andJohn and Bridget and their family moviedaround
1890to Castt Hill, closer to Tharwdit is said thatlohn tookhis housdrom portion Swith him.

The forfeited Sheedy holdinga/ere taken up byhe Green, Flint and Stauntdamilies Qhers- Noong

Smithand Kaydamilies- soon settled nearbyBy 1900 theyormed a community sufficiently large to

warrant a mail delivery service and aschdoly (G KS O2 Y'Y dzy'th dpentaichdoll@Qx) heD | G A 2 Y
candidate studentsrangingin agefrom 4 to 14, included four Greengwo Stauntons, and six Noones.
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The map of Parish Booroomba expanded rapidhgl smaller portions replaced earlier Sheedy holdings
- the base map is Parish Booroomba 1886, updated to {8@W Land Registry Services)
Thestory is well documentee.g. Flint 1983jhat GeorgeGreen George Hatcliff and John Staunton
walked to Tidbinbilla from the Tuggeranonga where they were working aconstructionof the railway
to Cooma In 1884the two George®ccupied Apple Tree Flakarthe head of the valley.

CGeorgeGreenselected portior33 Parish Booroomban 1887 and this became A§lorner,named for
alpine ash trees. That portion can be seen sketchex ithe 1903 mamf the Congwarrah Run

One of the first holdings on the west (left) bank of the river, it wagersedby AshbrookCreek
They built a tweroom slab hut with a shingle roof, and undertook clearing and fend®prge Green
was joined there by his wife Mary Aamd his brother William Cooper (W C) Gréeth886.

GeorgeHatcliff moved to hisown selection named Gihltar (later Birrigai) in 1890andin 1892
W C Green married Ellen Wooaisd moved o. Thisgave room foiGeorge and Mary Ann t@isetheir
first five childrenat Ash Corner

JohnStauntonselected portions$6, 37, 43 and 6(Mount Domain)directlyacross the river

Ash Corner wageryisolated, andhe Greensoonsought a move to a different block. Georgeained
L2 NIA2Y oo dzyaAft G €SFHad mopnt o0ftFGSNI LI aasSR
The Greens obtained portiorsand 21 (formerly Patrick Sheedy) in 1895, and built their home there.

Over the next seven or eight years they added podi@mnd 64 (formerly Julia Sheedy) and portions 7
(formerly Patrick Sheedy) and 68 (formerly John Sheedy). Ten years aftendiveirthey added

DAONI € GFNItSE] OLRNIA2Y 17703 IyR GKS& y2¢ RANBOGT
¢KS G20t DNBSyaQ K2f RAy3 ot GSNJ CSRSNI £ ¢ SNNRG2N

Rockvalley. The map of Parish Booroomb@l(@) shows a total family holding of 98éres (410ha). The
homestead was built on portion 21, and the home paddock extended also into portions 6, 64 and 68.

Inthe 1920ghe Greensecured a lease over Block 20 Paddys R acres/44ha)bringingtheir land
holding norttwardsto the Tidbinbilla Roadln 1938TomGreenbegan tolease part of portion 76
(Blockb2 ¢ 111 acres/45h3, exchangéd for the bottom projectionof portion 77 {ransferredto T Woods
as Block 53)ringingli K S D hailiSg/tait@ crest of the range

Mark Butz¢ Learnscapex 0418417-635 ¢ mark.butz@bigpond.com 8
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In 190304 Sidney JameBlint formallytook up four portiong69, 70, 72 and 73 the southof the
Greensandthe north of Staunton thesewere previoudy within portion 5(JohnSheedy) Thehousewas
in Portion 69¢close toShedr & @house sitqused as the site fahe school house from8989).

In 1922 SJ Flint married Annie Amelia Noanghe Flints cited Rock Valley as their addiiegs the 1960s
(CT 12 Nov 1960:168nd as the identity for their wool cli®ueanbeyarieader 22Jul 1915:4)

Tenders for the local mail run (19d15) (NSW Govt GazetteQct 1901:7578) referred tothe school as
Rocks I £ £ S@& t ddochlly ®rméd@KR &RIOK w2 09). =+l ffSe {OK22fQ
Historically the Rock Valley name was applied als§ td | dzy 12y aQ F YR (MSWGNE 2 |
Gazette 12 Feb 189Rueanbeyan Age 20 Jul 189 DA f f Y | Y &(@eadbgyan AdeSAaug/iOR)T K
'Y R { YA UK &QueahbgyaniOksErvent Auy 1i899:8)e whole of the Tidbinbilla valley.
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The northeast ofRock Valleyoldings of the Green and Flint families itaten to the modern landscape
(Parish Booroomba overlay on 2019 aerial photograph meg&Tmapi)

Ly G2RF&8Q& fFyRaOFLIS (KS DNB Sy a Q frdmithg RdoidbillaRRosgd3

YR +A&AG2NE /SYGNB Fa FIN LA CtAyidaQs FyR St

and south of Gibraltar Peakresembling an amphitheatre rising from the river to the granite range.

Ultimately the Ro& Valley property was occupied by three generations of the Green family, including:
1 GeorgeGreen (18558.930)and Mary Annnée McCaffrey (1864.911)¢ 7 children
1 George Thomasém) Green (1898.957) and Mary Elizabeth Mayilfng née Woods (1901.957)
¢ 3 children (1 d. infancy)
1 KeithThomas Greefi19282007)with Edward GeorgeFddie Green(19332009)- 1 child

Mark Butz¢ Learnscapex 0418417-635 ¢ mark.butz@bigpond.com 9
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Heritage Interpretation Strategy Rock Valley Homestead & surroundigjbinbilla Nature Reserve A@Rebruary 2021)

Social connections

From their first arrival in thelistrict (with John Staunton)seorgeGreenand GeorgeHatcliff built
relationships acrasthe valley communityFor years most of their income came from working away from
their own holdingslabouring fodarger landholders, particularly the McKeahnies at Booroomba.

Whe two Georgedelped withmustering, shearing, crutchirapddipping $eep, fencing, tree planting,
and gathering and stacking hayhey also became proficient pisé de terre(shortened topise or pisi)
building construction.

Offfarmincomeg 2 dzf R KI @S 06SSy ONRGAOINE G2 (KSABIIGE NI dzy S 3
Through more tharseventyyears in the vallegommunity,the Greens developekinship connection
through marriagadirectlywith Flint, Woodsand Blewitt familiesand indirectly witithe Hatcliff, Maloney,
Noone, Dallender, Morton and Maxwell fdiagé. There were also ancestral connectionsith EImaGreen
(née Woodswife of Tom)einga granddaughter alohanna (Julia) Sheedyece of Patick and Julia

0 WDNJ yy & Mnil thd Gréei@dRained theirlong andclose connegon with the Stauntors.

It was common for mosif the settler childrerto be attending the locaschoolwith their cousinswith
various degreesf separation, and within the confines of the valley community those childhood
connections might result in further intermarriages

Beyond family, eighbours would regularly share seeds, cuttingsgetables, flowerandother produce,
and would share labour and tHauits of those laboursin anetwork ofcooperatbn andmutual support.

When themen fromC f Aweit &n@yto serve inWorld War ll, the very capable women managed the
property, with the knowledge that th&sreens and others would proviggactical helpas it was needed.
Also during the War, faen the eucalyptus cuttenspstreamneeded a lift into town, it wasften the
Greens that providedar transport.

RockValleyHomesteadvas not only thegeographiaentre of the valleybut alsoan importantsocial hub

It was a regular venue for nighitme card gamesespecially 500 but also euchre and pokere Welcone
was extended tahe Czech eucalyptus cutters in the 1930s and 40s.

The Greens hostlwoolshed danceshere about threeor fourtimes a yea(Park 2008)at least from the

1940s and into the 1950s. These dances ik@d ONA 6 SR I & WIAKRS/ YF-22N\F N KaS2 QRAAL-af i
whichLJS 2 L S 0 NP dz3 K {{(Highs 196 S & dzLILIS NE Q

In the same periodRock Valley waalsoa frequentvenuefor e St becnnn, R e s Ay

events such aan WthleticpicniQWY 2 y a 0 SNJ & LJ2 M | THE THARWA JUNIOR FARMERS’

v

w2 LISY | or WistristkymkhanDvariouslyoffering races, CARNIVAL o
. . at “Rock Valley,” Tidbinbilla
horse events, clownsideshows, art union raffles, blackberry On Saturday, 9nd lanmry‘

picking contestsfood, motorbike events motor and machinery Where you get four entertainments for.

displays peautyparadeof girls,bathing beauty contest for metr Mekoe é’;:.ffﬁ';{:,’,‘: Evonté |

- (i S (i ¥ i = ¥ Male Bathing Beauty Contest
OWuKS FTANROG 27T A uGborfies/ard au 2 Bea:uyl’lr:leofcirk :
concertfollowed bydancing(CT 6 Dec 1945, 22 May 1951:58 oot ol

Mar 1952:4 29Dec 1953:3; 15 Dec 195313iggins1995) Canberra Times 29 Dec 1953:3

A number of these events were fundraisers for charity. Prime Minister Menziesxpastedto open the
event in 1951, with other Parliamentary membéosecastto attend (CT 23 May 1951:5)

The open welcome at Rock Valley was not confindadraly and neighbours For years access to the
property was also available mcnickers who would pay a fee per cgHiggins 1995)In 1953 it was
advertisedasa destination for camping during the Easter holidays, offering hiking, swimming, fishing and
blackberry pickingwith farm produce, drinks and sweets availa@lenberra Time$ Apr 19535).

Also in the 195059 decadeprior to TidbinbillaNature Reservehe homestead waa regularhub/start

point for bushwalkersand hikerdn ayouthful Canberrato accesghe highcountry. Some of these
excursions were guided by Keith Grgem 15 Bc 19534).

Mark Butz¢ Learnscapex 0418417-635 ¢ mark.butz@bigpond.com 10
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FederalTerritory

Land for the Federal Capital Territory was ceded by New South Wales in 1911, and processes of
resumption began, with a view to all land in the Territory being leasehold. Some Didihiabillavalley
families had secukparcels of land only a few years prior, and now they were visited by surveyors
recording their holdingand improvementdor the purposes of valuatioim resumption andeasing

In the late 19 and early 28 centuries the Tidbinbilla area was occupigy up to sixteen landholders.
This number declined in the face of economic depressions and drought years, and some leaving the
Territory. By the 1950&few settler families remaingdamong thenthe Flints and Greens.

P, e

5% \}\1{ 3 }
KNoaln Ras & wise / . 7
" X Gilmos '-.. 2
. = z
$/T55 Heie
v )

Right: Holdings at Tidbinbill®39
- detail, base ACT tenure map 1959
(nla.obj234142244)

After the deaths of Tom and Elma Green in 1957, the property passed to Eddie anGieeith

Eddietravelled overseas from 19580, leasngthe homestead area tbis cousin Phyllis Mortomée Flint)
and her husband Les MortdqRiiggins 1995:3040. In 1964 the year of his returpall of the properties to
the southwere resumedor addition to the Reserve At that time there appeared to be no intention to
extend the Reserve further nortio take in theD NB Sx6@ey.

Eddie ran tours with Keith, at least from 1967,
variouslycalledACT Pastoral and Bushland Tours
(CT5 Jan 1967: 16¥sreens Tour€CT 26 Mar 1970: 19)
DNBESyQa ¢ 2 dzNXCH fi1 JuD19zh: Ragd |
D NB S ghbedra and Bushland Tours, continuing
until at least mid1972(CT 19 Jun 1972: 13)

wAIKAGY YSAGK
above the Cotter Dam, probably late 1960s
(TPA Helen Jeffery)
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Wobby farm® & dzo RA @A aA 2y

When both their parents died ih957justten weeks apart, Eddie and Kef@reenhad struggled tafford

double death dutiegP Green pers.comm.)Theydecided to subdivide the propergnd Il lotsashobby

farms, except for 2&cres in portion 64 (aroun@urkey Hill) held by Eddie

Thesesubll A &aA2ya I NBE akKz2gy 2y (GKS wmdpcwm The DeposiddPin Si 2y
numbers suggest two stages of subdivisithe earliestbeingfour lots within portion 9 in the north

(DP1102 to DP 1105and the second beinthree lots in portons 6 and 64DP 1394).

The northernblockswere held byA L Maxwell (287acres/116h4, in two partsstraddlingthe block of

H L & P Rlorton (171 acres/69hg)andboth adjoining Eddie at Turkey Hillesand Phylligviorton were
the cousins who leasedhi¢ homestead while Eddi@reenwas travelling.They were also leasing Block 20
Paddys River (109 acrédha), previously leased by the Greens.

ALMaxwellwas Alan Leslie (known as Pat) Maxwell, who held the adjacent B{68labres/21.4ha)

The sothern blockswere held by:Mrs S ANewland(137acres/55ha)SGrimes(6 acres/2.4ha)and

S VBoyden(360acres/146ha)the last includingportions 7 and 77

TR - ST
NMORTON / MAXWELL

/ *' ;;-4/'/7/,46/?5?{) Roned
J voven [ _,“ 7170 > Ten e
/.Mﬁ\,,‘
aR_JAl - =5 __/ 9
/

! > \
/r

The Greea Q w2 O \JOTAL AREA

as hobby farms.1966
(base: ACSkeleton map
-NCDC 1961)

I+

éo)’ DPEN!

7 Lot 1'
&9 7 s |
ﬁ )
£ or
k.
E ]
N Y

3% O0g. S

Edde & Keith had mixed fortunes in this subdivisidhwasfortunate that their forebears had resisted
converting their freehold to leas$wld. This may have prevented expansion of pine plantations across the
valley in the 1950s and 60s, and it also medat the Greenswvere able tosubdivide.

They were unfortunate thathere was increasing scrutiny of remaining freehold lands in the ACT, amid

02y OSNy&a 2F WSEOS3aA @S altbdudghihelCorimomveaityDegartriend®he & dzo RA €
Interior statedin 1965 thatin the foreseeable futurecquisition offreeholdwest of the Murrumiidgee

Riverwasnot justified (CT 1 Jun 1965:6Pespite such a claimgmutiny offreeholdsubdivisiors appears to
havepromptedresumptionon the doorstep dthe newlyexpanded Tidbinbilla Fauna Reserve

The view wa$eldthat subdivision oACT freeholghastoral holdings intéarmletaressQ ¢ 2 dzZf R Ay SOA
destroythe rural characteof the land andwould increase the cost to the Commonwealth of acquiring

the landin the future(Commonwealth of Australia 1968Yhe@ | £ dzS 2 F NXzNJ} f €I yR&a | a |
FT2NJ G§KS S thadipybityioyelihe Gekds andnterestsof rural landholders

Although mizNDO K a SNBE 2 T ( KIBts nia}ia&yhdefakea tesdarkchgdhdy hekged to

ensure thér purchases would be unencumbergtie Commonwealtiwas irresistible in its resumption.

The home paddock areaasheld byMrs Newland who apparentlyintended to usehe homesteads a

guesthouse or tea shopl'his waweryshortlived, as irMay 1966 the Commonwealth acquired the

homestead to add to the Resenaong withthe remainder othe hobby farmblocksin 1967 from April

through toSeptemberCommonwealth of Australia $8). Block 20, leased by thdortons (previously by
Greens)and Block 5, leased [Bat Maxwell,were also withdrawn.
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Reserve establishment

Just a year or two after the area for the Federal Capital Territadybeenceded by New South Wales,
and three years before the capital wismally named Canberra, the landscape of Tidbinbild been
suggested as a suitable place to establish a nature reserve.

ANational Park and Fauna Resemnasformedin 193 with 2,000 acres810hain timbered parts of the
southernvalley In the 196@the Reservegrew by 11,512 acres/4,659ha througtseries of acquisitions:

1 By end of 19635,021 acre&,032haof unleased Commonwealth lands and some lease withdrawals
1 By end of 1964 4,966 acres/2,010haf freehold landsand some leaseithdrawals

1 In196667 ¢ 1,525 acres/617ha beir@B9acre#400haof former Green holdings (now subdivided) and
536 acre®217haof leased land. (ACT Government 1970)

In 1964 a Ranger caretaker was appointed, liunitéally at the old Flint homesteadln pursuit of &

unsullied natural environment, leey focus in the early yearswastoY A G A 31 4GS G KS SFFSOi
ISYySNIGA2ya 2F FIENXYAY3I FyR 3INI T A gtActure®andndsk af theS & Q @
WSPARERGES LASL JA 2 dalT Goeh@amlid7d) A POFBRUdK | R 02 y OftndzR &R G K |
y2 KA&ZG2NAROFt 2NJ Odzf GdzNI £ FSI GdzNBa& 2T, butdedidF A OA Sy i
favour retention and use dhe surnames opioneers(S R Margules 1968

ax

[N

Not all traceswere erased RockValley Homestead waspédeved, and raovated around 1966 for staff
accommodationwith the Reserve Works Depot the rear,and. 2 @ R S y (énly K 2wizieds old)

0SOIFYS GKS YIyl3aSNRAE9RRAUA S bl SayF&kdy Hibdcdme Beisitd ob

the Information Centre (later Education Centre).

An ACT tenure map.1966wasquick toshow the Rockalley home paddock as part of the Reserve

(acquired May 1966)making the front gate of the home paddock alsoth& & SNIS Q& FNRy G 3l

A more longstandingntention to acquireat least parts othe holdingis suggested by a conceglingram

(of unknowndate andorigin)that shows aReserve entrance at Turkey Hill and a dasross the
TidbinbillaRiverat the toe of the spur on which Rock Valley Homestead statmi$orm a pond(but
excluding the homesteafilom the Reserve This conceptlid notshow theeventual boundaries of the
Reserve and did nohake useof lot boundariesini KS D NB Sy a §b it appeaRd ptellaich@hy” >
(i.e.1961 or earlier) Howeverthe whole2 ¥ {1 K S subdNdSiGwas @sumedby the end of 1967.

{ -- “ ': ,- X “ 1 =y I
Left: ACT Tenure map ¢.1966 incorporating®uek Vallehome paddock into the Reseryela.ob}369321716)
Right:A handrendered concept.1965showing aReserveentrance and a dahpond (origin n.k.)

The Tidbinbilla Nature Reservevas gazetteds a Public Paxdn 11 November 1971
It wasextendedover the Gibraltar Range the Corin Road following the 2003 bush fitkat destroyed
the pine plantationsn that valley

In November 2008 the Reserve was added toAhstralian National Heritage Lists one of eleven areas
constituting the Australian Alps National Parks and Reserves.
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Gontinuity in change- Landscape cormxt
1926¢ ¢.30 years aftehomestead construction 2020

3>

Nearly a century of changeTop: Rock Valley from Turkey Hill 1926 (Flint 1983 p.13);
Second & Thirddetail) Rock Valleyrom Wallaby Rocks ¢.1936 (E Green TRifght columnOct 2020 (Mark Butz)

Most noticeable irhistorical images is the extent of clearing undertaken over four preceding decades,

with numerous ringbarked trees still standing.

There was little clearingp the valley until the mid 1880s, and the area was densely timbered, with
estimates of up to 5,000 trees per hectare.

The original pattern of mixed farming (grazing, dairying, sheep, pigs, crops) was giving way to sheep

farming which required increasadearing. This was generally achieved by ringbarking, leaving dead trees
a0 YyRAY3 YR NBIdZANARY I || adzaAdlIAySR STFF2NI (2 02y
At this time, timber getting, eucalyptus oil extraction, and planting of exotic trees (e.g. willows, goplar

pines) contributed further to landscape chandgeabbits spread rapidly, finding excellent harbour among

the many boulders and fallen timber stags.

It is likely thatand clearing, fires, rabbit plagues, and subsequent flash flooding and erosiaibaoted
to entrenched and gulliedtreamsreplacing soaks and ponds

In the same way that native tree cover was seen as the enemy of pasture, native wialifeen as
competition for grazing stock or aslestroyer of crops and fences. Many native spedeclined in the
face of habitat loss, hunting, trapping and poisoning, and there were numerous local extinctions.

Mark Butz¢ Learnscapes; 0418417-635 ¢ mark.butz@bigpond.com 14
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Continuity in change Access and vegetation

i,

Twenty years of Rock Valléjomestead and grounds aerial photographéplus a 46year update bysatellite),
showing changes in access, buildings and vegetatbver
(Air photo 12749 date n.k.1950s SMA 10.12.1962 49/128 & 129; ACT Run 14 10.04.1968 8319;
ACT 1:9600 Run 28 07.06.1971; ACT DevelopmentdRRoor7826 11.03.1978 190; Google Earth 27.04.2019)
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¢ KS DNEBS yBuidings Sy dzNBS

Thehomesteadwas constructed in stages:

9 1895¢ Two-room slab building; kitchen/living (with outdoor oven) and bedroonprobably shingled
- followed byasingle pig bedroomof greysilty earthon stone footingsprobablyshingled

1 1897¢ Additional twaroom slab bedrom, shingled

9 ¢.190511 ¢ four additional pisé roomasing decomposed granite, @tonefootings(three bedrooms
andparlour/loungeroom with a fireplace, with galvanised iron roof

1 ¢.1915¢ brick infill to join separate pésstructures(later a bathroom ad later storage)

9 1917¢ pise rendered with cement

9 ¢.1920¢ brick and fibrakitchen/living roomwith fireplace(replacing slab buildinggend outside oveh

1 1940s50s¢ enlargedkitchenwith asecondfireplaceplusbathroomn front verandahpartly enclosed

1 1967 ¢ (Mrs Newand) - doorway cut into pié wall to connect living areas, parlour fireplace blocked,
verandah andear porch fully enclosed
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¢NI OAy3 2F { dzNBBSe 2 NJ wedetgiiQaThoargduncioseyt y 2 F w201 =+ f
The 1919 survey plan of thegperty shows
1 the original tworoomed slab buildingkitchen/living)and outdoor brick oven
1 the secondiwo-roomedslabbuilding with7ft walls anda shingle roafthe 1897additionalbedroom,
now with a galvanised iron roof
1 two stages of p&shomesteadconstruction,all now with a galvanised iron roof
1 an external toilet(\\WC) placedwell away from the house.

The 1920s and ¥®s50s additions replaced the slab buildirayed supersededhe oven structurglater
buried), and set the final built form fathe homestead while it was occupied.
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|Added 1940’5' Built Nov 1895 I

Bathroom George and Originally
& WwWC Maryanne's a walkway
Original then a
Bedroom Bathroom
Later
Storage
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Original 2 room slab building (cira. 1895)
Possibly kitchen and dining room

later demolished for new kitchen

area built after 1910.

EEE EEE

HEN | EEN
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The later Kitchen extension incorporated a 2nd fire place.

Completed by 1950
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Floor plan of the homesteashowing stages of constructid® GreenT PAc.2017%

Built about 1910 |

George and
Bedroom Bedroom Maryanne's
Bedroom

\ \ N\

Open Verandah,
closed in by John Pobje in 1952

N\

Loungeroom —
T NORTH

0

i ] “ \\N\“\

ALK 4

i

Top & middleEastern and western elevations of the homestehdttom: front (northern)& rear elevations
(ACT Government 1929
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Continuity in change Buildings

Glimpses across more than 50 years

Top: the property in 1948 from the east
- hayloft and poplars to the left and
homestead to the right, beyond a pine
(Keith Green ex Higgins 2009 p.60)
Second row: bmestead(left); woolshed with engine room g
date n.k.- exotic trees prominent
(both images clipped from TAMS video)
Third row: homesteadrom front and siden 1992
¢ rather obscured by exotic trees (ACT Public Works)
Right: homestead in 2002 (TPA avelsi)
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Pisé at Rock Valley

The presence of multiple giduildings at Rock Valléyomesteads often cited as a value of the place
Pig de terre(shortened topise or pis) wasrammed earth construction Itwas inexpensive, requiring
only simpletools that could be readilfound, made or adapted, antimber formwork that could be
easily built on a rural property.

The economy of the method partly explains why the heyday of its use was the-€88904900s

¢ a time of deep economic downtumxecerbated byii KS  WC S RS NI i A-29¢g3)abdd.P dz3
seriousrabbit plague This was the very time that the Greens moved to Rock \aligypegan to
establish the property

It was highly advantageous that the method made usfrad materials onsite. Here the source of
the earth (red granite) used in the second stage of fis1905) is still visible as a levelled area backi
onto an uncovered granite outcrop, adjacent to the original driveway/access road.

The two Georges3reen and Hatcliffoecane adept at pié
construction, and found work around the district using the
technology, prior to the first building at Rock Valley (1895
Their local constructions are thought to include:
c.1890 W. NI SAARSQ K2YSadSIR:
€.189394 Farrer experimental wheat laboratory (3 rooms)
+pigdANRdzy R Ff 22N 2&d W[ | Q=
189194 6f A1 Steo O2Gdr3as +d W {AYLX S WK2YS5Qé F2N

c.1892? WhAt 5S8SALISNI yRdzYQ Kzy (Edwards1988;inCosgrove & Dimg2001)
1895 oLl2&a&aA0f Sv {dldzyizyQa pa
1898 Church Rock Valley School (single room) _

Late 1890s h dzii 6 dzA f RA Yy 3& | YR & YA ; N
do. WDAONI f I MIoorsp YS&AGSIER

18931902 (likely) Pisa SOl A2y 2F We¢Syy
do. 0fA1Stfte0 WbllaQ K2YSa
c1907 [ SafSe YlIeSQa K2dza$s
1910 PigaSOGAz2zy 2F W/ 2y3st N .
? 6LRZ&arot &b 9REA y 3 U 2oy Q !(Aus\tfrjliz’a\ln‘s'l'owqrjg)éozr?t?\]uoﬂ:\all. t
Gudgenby River 11 Nov 1871 p.13)

There may have been others attributable to either or both of the Georges in that period. The dist|
west of the Murrumbidgee, including Tidbinbilla, Gibraltar and Booroomba, had a notably high
percentage of pi&constructions. In 2QDsome two thirds of the knowpisé buildings in the ACT
GSNB f2aiG2 NHzZA YySR 2NJ RS3NJI RS RWith Balf df thesédof Geatly K A
modified (Cosgrove & Dowling 2001)A numberyf Of dzRA y 3 Ww2 G1S a4 ISING §ERQIZY!
subsequently affected by fire in 2003.

Another cited value of the péconstruction carried out by the two Georges is its link to migrant
knowledge/technology. Itis likely that they learned the technique from one or both of Chilean
migrants, Brobi/ Eusebid?onsiPonsyPonseyand Rupdio/ Robert Rodriguéfkodrogues

Theycame to the district as shepherds in about 18&®rkingfor the Cunninghamat Lanyon(where
the two Georgeslsoworked from time to time) andwere soon building pé&housesfor early
selectors on the Tuggeranong Plain and around Paddys Riv&883Rodrigueseleced 320 acres
(portion 26 parish Congwarran Paddys Rivdrelow Murrays Hill[now Murrays Corneralthoughhe
maywellK I @S 6SSy WRdzYYeéAysdIQ FT2NJ G4KS [/ dzyyAy3aKl Y
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(M Thorn Jun 1982)

The 1919 survey plan of the propesdiso showsutbuildingsassociated with the homestead.
These include (with increasing distance from the hQuse

1 a slab sheddairy ¢ store formilk and creamwith shingle roof and 6ft wall@vithin the house fence)

1 fowl house(poultry shegd of slabs and nettingvith roof a mix of shingles and galvanised iron and 6ft
walls (outside the house fence and offsetviards the creek to the west)

1 a galvanised iron shgdranary) with 6ft walls raised on stumps (beyond the house fencd4)915
1 ashedwith 6ft slab walls and shingle rofh a fenced yarjl

1 a substantial pisstableand hayshedloft) with galvanised iromgabled roof and 10ft wallafdlarge
yards ajacen) c.1910¢ later used for vehicles and farm equipment

9 a largewoolshedwith gabled roof and 10ft walls in galvanised if@ith adjacentsheep yardscattle
yards andnilking bals).
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Other sources doument additional outbuilding andlandscapealetails

1 the olddairy (slab walls and shingle roof) was the location of the separator, with cows milked in bails
at the woolshedbark roof for cow pens}he ddry and bailsvere built 1897, used until ¢.1945

9 there was acool roomat the end of the storeroom (shed)

faof I O] a Y AvitiKilbwsank Brigé was locatedt the reat over the yard fence and next to a
poultry shed

1 the woolshedwasa two-stand shedgriginally built by George Green using sldbgjas extendedater
GAGK GAYO0SNI &dzLILI heSrRloudtdin Grdeld tfieSvbllya { | o YA £ f

9 shearingwasmechanised oncanengine roomwas added on the north side of the woolshed

9 poultry runsran along the western side of the house block to thethpwith fences to exclude fox
depredation and serviced by water piped by gravity from a sptipgill to the south

1 apiggeryrandown the western side, probably near Back Creek

1 a piségaragewas constructed opposite the front entran¢930s)

TthewCad 2 @S (G KS 2NOKINR gl a NBLILFOSR SN o6& | WOK
drained to Back Creek and the piggery

{ the old stonesheepdipy SI NJ { KSSR&2Qa O6DNIyyeQao / NBS] ¢l a NBL
woolshed in 1950

1 atennis @murt was built on levelled ground between the homestead anddtexkgully to the west

(1950s) this alteredthe main acces®r outbuildings at reato a track on the eastern sidéetween
the house and orchard

1 there was araviaryin the garden, wher&lma Green kept a pet parrot

Thewoolshedis notable asacommitgyd KSR GKS 1 ad 2yS adlyRAy3 G 0
shedhadfallendown. Several landholders brought their sheep to Rock Valley for dipping and shearing.

This inclued sheep fronthe Blewittsat Gibraltar, which were driveto Rock Valleyhrough BlewittsGap

between Mt Eliza and Wallaby Ro¢Rark 2008) Bill Blewitt shearedLaurie Dallender classed woahd

Edna Dallender @& Flint) inoclated against flukéHiggins 1995)

Other shared resources included:
1 the cattle yardsused for branding

M theo £ I O &ofge, ivtiete Aiorseshoeing was donby EricBlewitt of Nil Desperanduma very
capablefarrier, for the neighbouring families
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¢ KS DNBSya@rends Sy dzNB
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and feature trees and plantings in the home paddock.

In the initial settlemenby George and Mary Ann Greghe emphasis was on survivaaking a imbered
area and making it productivet least for selsufficiency and (over time) to turn a profit.

It appears to have been Elma Green in seeond generatiomwho inspired ashift fromconcern for
produce alone tereatingamenity and beauty in theagden andhe home paddockln turn this would
have paved the way for Eddie the third generatiorto devote considerable energy to redeveloping the
house garden in the 1950s.

The 1919 survey plan shows the homestead flanketie eastby a largearea containing fruit trees,

surrounded by a 5ft (1.5nWire-netting fence.

The producegardenandorchardwere vital parts of theD NS Snjxad®@arming productiopincluding:

1 the orchardto the east(74 treesin 1897) mostly applebut alsopear,peach apricot, plum, cherry,
quince andwinter pear

1 lemons,grapes, passionfruit, elderberry, waln@panish chestnut, tree lucerne (tagasasaey fig
(within the house garden)

9 crops ofwheat, oats,corn,maize, rye, lucerneggnd rape (canola)

9 potatoesand pumpkinsin the deepblacksoil of the river flats

{ atrial of tobaccotothenortis Sa i WR2 gy , abda triél Kf SugadBade] a Q

1 a bountifulvegetablegardenabove the orchardg.15 metres square, with tomatoes, potatoes, onions,
cabbagescarrots,peas, beanshroad beans, cucumberparsnipssquash, pumpkingnelons (for jam),
strawberries, blackberriegndgooseberries

1 leafy greenst the duck pond

1 pigs, sheepsome cattle pees and poultry includingchickensturkeys andducks

9 stocking ofthe river withrainbowtrout.

Asecond orchardvas developedn the 1940s to the north of the homesteadter ome of the fruit trees
in the old orchard had diedThey were not replanteith the old orcharecauséat was being used for
lambs, with poddyambs closer to the houg@ark 2008)

The permanenspringupslopeof the orchardis seen as the main reason the homestead was luthis
location It would have been a vital resource, with the period 18983 marking the
WCSRSHNE dz3 K Q

The springfed a damdug out by George Greewhich became the duck pond (also usedreationallyby
kids with a rubber dinghy).

This enabled development of theegetable garderin the dark soithat was ndonger waterlogged
Growth was greatly assedl by deployment of the copious supply of sheep manure available from the
woolshedand by emptying of th&/Cbucket

Below the duck pond/boglitches were used to irrigate the fruit treéark 2008)

A second sprintp the south of the house was pipad supply water to the homestead garden and
poultry runs(Park 2008)

Back Creekad beera perennial floving streamandan occasionakource of fish until 1939, when
torrential rain following major bush firddled the gully with sand Thelarge pooldisappearedwith
water then moving through the sand below the surfag@tark 2008)

The sediment accumulatian this creeks still evident below the homestead.
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Diagram of landscape developments in the period 18964 (Ramsay 2010 Fig.1)

Built forms in this diagram arleased on theRain survey plan df919 and plantings are interpreted from
descriptionsn Bulbeck and BodfLl991)andrecollections of Edie Green(Park 2008)
In addition to finer details in the house garden and orchard treesdihgram notesandscape trees
1 pine feature trees (1, 6, 34, 35)
pine windbreaks (7, 8)
cypress windbreaks (4, 9, 20)
weeping willows (26, 27, 31)
Lombardy poplars (30)
privet hedge(c1952-53) (25)
Aturning loop, described by EddBNBE Sy | & f BIi QZY IStyfOAMNIDt Sa | FSI G dzNB
In the 1950s &ennis courtwas built over the old access track shown in the diagram on the western side
of the house(Park 2008)

=A =4 =4 =4 =
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Much more is knownlaout the form and structure of thgrounds and garens after the mid-1950s.

At that time, Eddie Greerntigenagegrandson of George & Mary Ann) undertooBumior Farmesproject

to redesign and develop tHeouse garden His journal andsketches provided meticulous documentation
of soil treatment,sourcing angropagationof plants development of garden beds, fencdsish house,
ponds, trellisesterracing pavingand paths.

This record is summarised in Warden (2009) famther detailed in Ramsay (201@yho also includes a
measured drawing of the garden in 1990eparedby Rowena Howard for the Marion Maho®yiffin
Measured Drawing competition.

Efforts to understand and reflect the style of the house garden therefore relate primarily to this period,
commencing in about 1955whilst noting that the property pased to Eddie and Keith in 1957 aihe
homesteadwas acquired for the Reserie 1966

LY Hanndg CA2YyIl {A@&l RNBg dz2J I O2yOSLIi LX Iy -2F 9RR
hand accountgPark 2008) This detailed what was plantechere, along with landscape elements of

paths, walls, other structures, and water features that he developed, within a 6ft (1.8m) fence of chicken

wire supported by peppermint posts.

Recx. Val oo d  aquries

1 Broad

oo oo bhetpats uveltncken) fevce

old fence of wre nethng

h e

/ 2y 0SLIJi RNIgAy3d 2F 9RRAS DNEB Sigt@dydfF SivgppRamsay 2RSSy RS&AAIYy S 6
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survey (ranging from B8l t0 1906). Thesplansshow:

TaINF YyAGS 02 dzy (i NMBIEIngd 12 MaWEay8O F NR AU KV dy 200kt B KB 8 A ¥ HI PN

0 2 dzf BnfWMEeChoulderSithe Woolpack Rocks markebut not named, orthe 1884 plan)

 areas ofingbarkh y 3  Id yingbarkiaq

 swampy3d NP dzgdR Watewshipplgli 2 o Waté supphyQ

1 pasturaggwhere noted)NJ Yy 3 A Yy Bor(F NiBSYposeJ

9 timbered variouslywith gum, box, apple, peppermirfthick in parts)

1 a mix of fenceg old log fences, brush log fencg wire fencesand g proof fence

 a hut shown(por.21-188;0f 2 a4 S (2 DNXB Sy & Qbuthdt sh8Wbnkie Y8S5playF R a A G
9 a hutreferred to in valuatiomotes butnot shown(por.9 - 1885
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Portion gan surveys of the Rock VallegiHestead area
(detail ofportions 6& 21 Parish Booroomba)1884 (top) & 1895
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The 1919 survey plaiR J Rairgocumentedaccess, fenceand gatescultivation and natural features
1 extensive ringbarkingstumps andorest clearingand areas of dense suckers and scrub

1 indications ofhativevegetation cover, peppermint, gumapple ppple box?, golden wattle, black
wattle, banksia, blackthorn (Bursariti}iree (possbly Kunzedburgan)along the river

9 several areas cdfwampy flats with rushesnd some swampy watercourses
1 novelvegetationarrivalsg willow, poplar and briar
9 areas retained for shelter timber

1 patches of cultivatiomn river and creek flatsandareasused forcropping gardens andgrazing
- some poor, some good

1 remains ofsomeold log fencesand extensive fences @fire, some with bao, manywith netting, and
a dog fence near Gibraltar PedRote: the western fencavasacross the river in the Forest Reserve)

1 an old sebf yards with a stone sheep dip

1 old river crossing, and currenaccess trackfiormed road) andjates and

i areasof sandy soit some poor, some dark
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¢ detail of the home paddockfrom gate to gateandnorth to Turkey Hil{TracingM Thorn Jun 1982)

Snapshot of Rock Valley 19%3 ist of sock ownergGugler n.d.)
George Green

12 horses | 47 head attle 700 deep Areal, 730 acreg700ha) 6 acreg2.4ha)cultivation
SidneyJFlint

2 horses 5 head cattle 225 sheep = Area 1245 acres (504ha) 0 cultivation
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The 1919 survey does notindicateK S NBf F A2y aKALI 2F w201 =+lFfftSe (2
¢KS WYl AY NReyRstreashgdiRdck Weatlépivadtead whera line offour poplars marked

the boundary andront gateof the home paddock.

A branch track led south to ghhomestead, and thmainroad continuedon to the next gate at the
02dzyRINE ¢6AGK CftAyltaQo

From therea branch led to the&€ f Ahgriieit€ad and the road continued on to Moubdmain

6 { U I dzyaite? whidhiitreverted to a bridle track.

Font gate Rock Valley homestead Back gate- boundary with Flints CtAyldaQ K2

Panoramaof two images of the valley taken from the Forest Resgprebably in thdate 19605
not longbefore the main road was diverted to the south of Rock Vafleypestead
(from J McRag

The main road passing through
w201 =zltftsSg FyR C
¢ front and baclgates arrowed
marking theRock Vallehome paddock
(SMA 10 Dec 1962 428)
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Life in the valley was affected relatively little bytbutside world andhe growth of thecapital city
nearby. Thae had beena mail service from 189%henthe Tharwa Bridge openedore immediately,
peoplewere kept informed about the world via battergperated radio (the wirelessyith batteries
rotated and sent off to Queanbeyan for recharging.

The telephone arrived in the 1930s (a party line) and the power arrived only in 1956, the latter thanks in
part to advocacy by Elma Green (who died the following year).

5SA0ONAGSR Ay |y t2ENING KA & /2 NBiza eghg \eid 89S0y anyli efarfy 19BQzi & A R ¢
the Tidbinbilla valley experienced its largest landscape change since the initial ringbarking and clearing

effort, with the onsetof resumption and clearingf native forestin the wesern foothills for

pine plantations.

TheReid family leffTidbinbillastationwhen some 800 acres (324 ha) was resumed for pine planting in
1958. Just as profound a change came to Rock Valley when a major part of thevasem outlook
from the homeseadwas cleared for conversion to pine.

The land adjoining Rock Valley the western bank of the Tidbinbilla Rivead been a reservsince

before the Greens first came to the valleforest Reserve 889 of about 900 acres (364ha) was reserved
for timber in 1883. This was superseded in 1886 by Forest Reserve 2673 chdrd®(82 ha), and later
again by Forest Reserve 23378 of 1,280 acres (518 ha) in 1895.

WR2337& LIJISIF NB 2y { dzNBSe& 2 NJ wlhe gire plantatizhi@Smedk B0 (G KS LINE
Paddys Riveor the Tidbinbilla Pine Foregt86ha)

* [Tidbinbill

Block 60 showing roagslearingand 1962
pine planing, close toRockValley and
Tidbinbilla

(Run 148319- 10 Apr 1968)

JRock Vale]
.“'}\' & 7 .\'::
A K

A

It seems unlikely that Tom Green ever conceived of the posgithiit those foothills would one day be
covered in pines. By contrast, for Eddie and Keith Green, inheriting the property in 1957, it may have
been a major source of uncertainty.

The D NB Sguthédn boundaryvas with the Tidbinbilla Nature Reseradl,remaining holdings to the
southhaving beemresumed forthe Reserve in 1964lt is possible thathe propertywould have been
planted to pine ifit were not freehold In any casthis was averted permanently whehe Reservewas
extended northwardgo take all of Rock Valléy 196667.
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TheReserve erg Buildings
Folbwing acquisitionall Rock Valley buildings except for the homesteade demolishedby 1969

The Reservi@Vorks Depotwas constructed othe sites of the
old granary hayloft, yads and otheoutbuildings.

The Works Depot comprised three large white galvanised iror
sheds, several aluminium storage sheds and a transportable
The shed adjacent to the house garden fence included an offi
workshop and staff room. The otherests contained a vehicle
workshop, store and parking.

A small fibro shed attached to the southern large shed was
WGKS 2fR f&8NBOANR 20aSNDI (2
CSIRO scientists to record lyrebird song and performance wit
the Reserve.twas incorporated into the Depot as an office in
about 1975.

To the north of the homesteadmaterials storage area e
extended several hundred metres towards the river.

When the Reserve was first opened, themesteadwas used
variously as a visitor cemty office and laboratorylester Firth

:' ‘\ @Q{anx { s
p .@e§

b j

:

1987) and in the early 1970s as staff accommodation, with &3 % A
animal pens constructed on a concrete slab to the rear S

(associated with wildlife programs). H\\ \\ \@
|| @
Top & middle: Works Depot 1992 \\\ \‘:,
(ACT Government 1992) | | G
Lyrebird . | <

Bottom: Works Depot layout 1991 Observatory Hut f

(Bulbeck & Boot 1991 detail Figl6-4) XN
\ RE(G.‘nmg Wall

A report in the 1980¢Commonwealth Government ?1988$sessed cracking in the homestead, noting that
the structure had been totally intact until a sesief earth tremors (probdipthose in 1949 and 1952)
triggered cracks. A report on repairs and maintenance was prepared in 1988, and a 1992aeport
Government 1992¢ncouraged attention to drainage to protect footings and external walls from seasonal
expansion and contractioshrink and swell).

Options for the future of the homestead were soon being assessed. An ACT Public Works report
(ACTGovernment 1992)dentified options for adaptive rese, including:
1 stripping back the building to the 1895/1905 @group to acommodate a museum

(to be operated by the TPA)r
1 keeping enough of the 1920s additions to interpret, anduseng the depot for visitor facilitiesr
1 keeping the whole building complex to accommodate education and conference groups.
When the newResewne Depot was completed, became feasible to use the homestead for
accommodation, although ih990it was unoccupied and used for storagl 199394 it wasextensivéy
renovaked and occupied by Ranger NBi&ckord
Optionsbeingconsidered at thisitne included its use as a heritage interpretation/education centre
emphasising human history of the area, or as a coffee shop/art gallery.
The favoured strategy was to keep the homestead occupied as staff accommodation, and to prepare a

management straggy/conservation plan to shape its future ugaCT Government 1999)
By2003 it housed the Reserve Wildlife Offig8eoffUnderwood and family
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The Reserve eraGrounds

In thehouse garderchanges included:

9 removal of some exotic tree plantingscluding some windbreaks and hedgeggcline in othersand
non-replacement (also in the broader surrounds)

1 simplification of thehousegarden,presumably in the interests of less arduous maintenance
9 removal of ponds, fernery, bush house, trellises

1 levelling of landscaping to install animal pens

9 erection of a brick barbecue near the house

9 removal of the southern and western fences, and lowering of the eastern and northern fences
(replaced with a white painted posind-rail design)

Another notabé change in the first few years of the Reserve was a chamged for themain road now
deviatedto the south of the homestea@nd sealed. Eddie Green recalled that this road was routeer
a major springhat had previously fed the house yard anduftoy runs(Park 2008)

The Reserve eraSurrounds

Proximity of Rock Valley, Turkey Hill (Education Centre), Da(8gttd R SlyyOR 0Cf Ay (1 &4 Q
(and Block 60 pine&) the open landscape of 1978 (detail 1978 Run 785

Rock Valley émestead continued to be the centre of the lower Tidbinbilla valley, as the Works Depot.
Closely related facilities included:

TGKS 9RdzOF GA2Y [/ SYGNBzZ LINBGA2dzaf
1.28RSyQa 6adlr¥TF K2dzaAy3A0
fCtAyiaQ LAOYAO FNBI O06O0FNJLINLIZ G2AtSGax 60ANR FS¢
The Block 60 pine plantation was harvested in coupes fron1888s. By2003it was under itssecond

rotation of pines, withtreesaged approximately to 12years
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Tidbinbilla Pioneers

DINAY3 (GKAA LISNA2RYX GKSNX ¢l a | aKAFTd 2F gl
and a convergence of interest among descendants of pioneer families to mark the contribution of
their forebears.

A reunion of descendants of the GreemdaHatcliff families was staged at Rock Valley in January 19
close to 100 years since their ancestors had departed England to make a new life that brought th
ultimately to Tidbinbilla.

One outcome of this was a collection of historical and geneadbgiccounts, combined into a small
bookTo Green the memoK¥lint 1983)
Another outcome was the formation of thEdbinbilla Pioneers AssociatiGhPA) in April 1983.
Momentum of the pioneer descendants led to:

1 a Bicentennial picnic at BooroombaQetober 1988

T . AOSY(dSyyAlft LK2(G23INFLKAO SEKALO8R depittiyg the &
lives of early Tidbinbilla settlers

1 atenth anniversary celebration at Tidbinbilla in 1993
9 publication of theRemembering Tidbinbillaral hisbry project on behalf of the TR@iggins 1995)

9 development of the Church Rock Heritage Loop,tsigins and brochurén 2001
(with anACT Heritage Grant)

T WE &Sy G dzNE LIA2YSSNAR NBdzyA2yQ 6FyR SFENIe (¢
1 a booklet for the reunion issued by the Tfuince 2002)

Complementary to this elevated interest in the cultural heritage of the Resan1®87 the Reserve
siting study included a map of historical plag¢esster Firth 1987)andin 1991 a yeatong cultural
resource survewas undertaken for the ACT Heritage Unit and ACT Parks & Conservation Service
(Bulbeck & Boot 1991yvith recommendations for conservation and interpretation

The 2003 fires

[ Saa KKy (62 Y2y (iKa hefdnSshhadand i surdduddg &peNdhc@d aNdajdey A 2 Y
re-set in January 2003, wh&9%of the Reserve was burnéHiggins 2003)¢ K S D R&IS\akemad

lost pasture and fencing in a fire in 19H2 didneighboursStaunton and Noon@ueanbeyanAge 23 Jan

1912:2), buthad been spared from major fires 1920 (when Stauntd® Mount Domainwas burned) and

in 193839 (whentheCt Ay 1aQ f I yR ,dankdagaidih 1R552. Luck raroGtin 2003.

The 2003 everstburned more than 2 million hectarewjth loss of both life and propertyAcross the

Australian Alps area, many cultural heritage places were affected, some irretrievablinlastnmon

with most of the Alpparks andeserves, Tidbinbilland adjacent Namadgi National Patkfered

damageto Aboriginal placesurvey markersi (0 2 O1 YSyY Q& K dzli hamestdadéanndnty R TSy
Rock Valley, NDesperandum)outbuildingsand manyhomesteadrees, gardengand orchardghat

marked past use of the landscapgiiggins 2003Kaufman 2006)

Tidbinbillaexperienced heavy loss wiffrastructure for wildlife exhibit&ind care, along with the Education
Centreat Turkey Hillstaff housingincluding Dalsetta 2 & R Ssigjr3 &rail markersand bridges

Forested areasawsignificantexfoliation of granite torsand subsequenheavy runoff andgedimentation
after rain, and the Blocl0 pine plantation was also decimated
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Buildings

Rock VallejHomesteadwas severely damaged. Theépigalls (1895 and 1905) largely survived, although
someslumped and fell subsequently. The fires took the timber roof, floors, door frames and lintels, as
well as themore recent imber and fibro additiongwith fireplaces and chimneys left standing).

Thedepot buildings were severely damaged, beyond repair.

4 BIE

) Fre dmag at the Works Depot at Rock Valley Jan 2a08rew Tatnell)
Grounds and Surrounds
The house garden, orchard and exotic plantings in the surrounds were severely impacted, with the loss of
many features including
1 many of the moresensitive plants in the house garden
1 most of the large pines along the old driveway/access road
1 weeping willows
1 the pine windbreak to the west of the homesteadd cypress windbreak on the southeside

1 Lombardy poplars near theouseand on the old ead, including thosenarking thefront gate, thestart
of the home paddock

% :
- Loy,

==

\ \‘ 1 :igﬁ f\- t-’w‘,

Firedamaged pine at Rock Valley homestead 2@08off Underwood)
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Collage of views of fire damage at
Rock Valley homestead 2003
(AndrewTatnell; TAMS videoACT Heritage Council;
NLA- Damian McDonaldGeoff Underwood)
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After the fires- Buildings
Within a week aftethe fires,the first ofanumber ofassessmemtwasundertaken

2003 Areport on fire damageandrecommended actioEMA 2003found that several of the
homestead walls were rotating and would become unstabie that reconstruction was
WISEOSaaABS aiGSLIQ: o6llaSR 2y (KS SEGSyd 27
It saw as likely possibilities works to prop up and gisdbthe walls, record, and demolish.

It sought further assessment before a final decision.

2003 A structural assessment of the homestead and deépiobley 2003ynoted that nearly all timber
(roof, floors, jambs and lintels) in the homestead hadrb&mst and walls were cracking serious|
no longer stabilised by the roof.
¢KS 5SLI2G 61a wY2ad dzyljdzSatrzylote o60Sez2yl
argument to try and retain or restore any part of it.

It found that reconstruction of ta homestead was not structurally viable, but considered
RSY2tAGA2Y (2 ppledRy OSWYSESRSFRMN) ixS odaAf R
It also considerethat shoring up the walls/ould be an eyesore.

Instead it recommended capping of wallsslow weathering and erosion, and a secure fence
ddZNNR dzy R (G2 Fff2¢ (GKS o0dZAfRAY3I (2 WRSGHSNI
weathering.

If capped and occasionally whitewashed, the building might last a couple of decades before
completdy derelict. In followup correspondence the assessor also outlined an option to
demolish all or most of the structure.

2004 Another report(Rogers &eferis 2004¢ cited by Philip Leesa2005 outlined four options:
1) Repair the structure andakeit safe and suitable for habitation
2) Leave the walls but makesafe enough to allow public access
3) Leave the walls to deterioratad prevent public access
4) Demolish the walls to a safe height and allow public access.

2004 The Tidbinbla master plan and business cd8€T Government 200s¢commendedpartial
demolitionand partial reconstruction, and encouraged restoration of a garden .area
It posed possible future uses: a display centre and base for the TPA; or (once reconstructet
either staff accommodation or a bed & breakfast facilitpp.8485)

2005 A preliminary sketch plan report on infaetation and reconstruction of the homestead
(PhilipLeeson 2005¢xpanded on the options in thRogers & Jefferieport.
The prefered option was 2), with a variation possible to roof over the 1895 room, 1905 parlc
and the fireplaces, while demolishing walls in the remaining 1905 ratows to the stone
footings as an archaeological site.
Works were detailedo strengthen footingsimprove drainagerepair and render pé&walls that
were to be retainedre-roof, net andinstallguttering,install doors and shuttergnd reinthe
kitchen floor slab

An initial clearup of the homesteadvas undertaken, resulting in considerablentige to the house
garden and infrastructurand changes in ground levéRhilip Leeso2005)

The 1960s depot buildings were demolishetith that area becoming a gravelled parking area.
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Above: Rock Valley homestead 2006
prior to stabilisatiorand
partial reconstruction
(John McRae)

Right: Part of a wall collap$&895 section)
while awaitingdecision® y (i KS 06 dzA f R
(capture from TAMS video)

The walls were protected with plastic sheeting, but by September 208 PA was adviy the
ACTGovernmenbf its deterioration and o& collapsedoisé wall.

TheTPArepresentations, backed by the National Trust of Australia (ACT), resubi@dmsite meetingin
October 2006and a more collaborative approach to shaping options ferhbmestead.The proposal

was still to pursue Option 2) of the Rogers & Jefferis report, with additional consideration of adding a
verandah as a viewing platforfar the cut-down section receivingfrchaeologicdlreatment, plus
interpretive signs and pé#al restoration of the house garden.

In March 2007he TPA made further representations when presented with an ogiiothe contractor
working on Nil Desperanduneconstruction This optiorwould retain the walls and reoof the structure
for margind extra cost With further investigation it was agreed to pursue this approach, involving:
1 rebuilding of two fallen internal walls and the external wall of the 1895 room

1 re-roofing of thepise sections

1 rebuilding the verandakith a separate overhang geible at rear

1 external renderingbut not internal)

1 stabilising the chimneys

1 filling to floor level with decomposed granite

¢KS FAY 6Fa W& LINPGSOGSRT ySINXIe TFdzZ fteée NBadG2NBR
200l aArz2ylf dzaSQo

After a fouryear delay, work commenced in May 2007, and much of it was compltbgtddly.
Community action had saved the homestead.

Rock Valley was opened for public access in 2p68.

Followup work on the homestead was undertaken in 281, includng:

1 filling to floor level, improved drainage, rear verandah awning arpaiating of the chimneys
1 rendering of the east wall and rabbit netting

1 painting of barge boards, decking and posts.
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After the fires¢ the Grounds

A atalogue was made dhe plantsin the house garderand around the homestead thaunived thefire.
Most of theburnt trunks were cut downleading to ne shootsg a spontaneousenewal ofthe garden

plantings prior to the fire.

Many pines and poplaould not be saved, althoughildings from the old cypress hedge were
successfully replanted

In 2008 a 1.8m wire mesh fence waected broadly followingthe alignmenti® RRA S daN@&hSy Qa

designto protect the homestead and house garden.

In 2010two reports were prepared a homestead garden landscape plaligrden 2010) athareport on
future heritage management directions for the garden landsa@@msay 2010)Thesewere founded in
copious documentation and information frompaeviousarchaeologicastudy (Bulbeck & BootaP1),
measureddrawingof the garden(Howard 1990)anddetailedoral history from Eddie Gredark 2008)

Encouraged by some of tmegrowth, it was decided to maintaia style sympathetic to EddBNB Sy Q &

design,includingretention of internal paths.

Improvements were made, including a toflbrage shed (2011x mobility access patf2014) regrading

of the access road (2016nd a new picnic table at trear park(2019)
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After the fires¢ the Surrounds

In the aftermath of the fires, efforts focused on safety, with removal of burnt infrastructure and
dangerous trees, and assessment of roads and facilities. Repairs were needed to amenitieggaishic a
walking trails, boardwalks, lookouts, wildlife enclosures, signs and barriers. Organised visits and
interpretation activities resumed quickly.

The Tidbinbilla master plan and business case "m
(ACT Government 200#9und that the Education
Centre shold not be rebuilt next

to Turkey Hill, but instead moved close to
Tourist Drive 5 and the entrance.

The Turkey Hill site was mooted as a major
function centre but in the interim it has
become a trailhead for short walks around
Turkey Hill and longer wéures to
GibraltarPeak or foothills.

Dalsetta: the Education Centre at Turkey Hill
19 Jan 2003 (Geoff Underwood)

¢tKS &aAGS 2F . 28RSyQa g4I a-lodgashit hiRvasnét reblised2 i Sy i

The Dalsetta nameas transferred tohe trailhead at Turkey Hill.

CtAyliaQ LAOYAO IINBF gFa AYLNROGSR gAGK | akKSt dSNJ
This area is the focus for the Church Rock Heritage Loop trail, developed by the TPA and Reserve
managers in 2001.

Block ® was targeted for archaeological survey, which revealed 80 previously unrecorded Aboriginal sites,
many with large numbers of artefacts. The density of artefacts and remaining stories about the
importance of this area led to recognition of its high cradusignificance, and reaming as Jedbinbilla.

The Tidbinbilla master plan and
business caseeflected on the
appropriateness of a pine plantation
in that prime entrance location, and
found that Jedbinbilla should be
revegetated with native species of
local origin to the greatest extent
possible.

Related works would include erosior
and weed control.

Jedbinbilla (former Block 60) 201

¢ sixteen years after the fires

beginning to blend in as i

returns to native vegetation
(Rock Valley Homestead awed)

(BaseGoogle Earth 27.04.201¢

The master plan found that the area could absorb some higher impact activities that are not appropriate
elsewhere in the Reserve, notably mountain bike riding and horse riding, and mooted the northern part
near the Tidbinbilla River as a potential ld&ey camping area (pedestrian access only).
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Legal Recognition
In July2015Rock Valley homestead and surrounds was added to the ACT Heritage Register, with
preparation of a background statement for that decis{d@T Government 2015a; 2015b)

The defined place includes the homestead, house garden, produce garden/orchard and later orchard, and
select landscape trees.

Site Plan/Layout of the placdHeritage Register nomination 2015 (ACT Government 2015b)
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