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The Tidbinbilla Pioneers Association was formed in 1983 by descendants of European families who lived around 

the Tidbinbilla and Tharwa area from the mid 1800s.  They have a strong and passionate connection to 

Tidbinbilla and heritage sites such as ǘƘŜ ΨRock ValleyΩ and ΨNil DesperandumΩ homesteads.   

Association members provide colourful accounts of Tidbinbilla's past, and the joys and hardships of this 

mountain valley community.  

Members provide crucial local knowledge and assist Rangers in maintaining this valuable heritage.  

For more information:  

Web: tidbinbilla-pioneers.azurewebsites.net/ |  email:  tidbinbillapioneers@bigpond.com | phone: 0417-220-916 

 

Mark Butz is a consultant, facilitator and writer, who has been based in Canberra since 1980.    

Under the banner of  Learnscapes he specialises in works that cast a different light on the world we live in, to: 

§ ōǳƛƭŘ ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΩ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ 

an integrated whole and as a web of dynamic connections and flows   

§ heighten the value placed on the environment as both natural and cultural landscape,  

by generating new understanding and meaning; and 

§ encourage readers to accept their role in creating the future and their responsibility to  

make choices that benefit the environment and society. 

For more information: 

Web: markbutz.com/learnscapes/ | email: mark.butz@bigpond.com | phone: 0418-417-635   

 

http://tidbinbilla-pioneers.azurewebsites.net/
mailto:tidbinbillapioneers@bigpond.com
tel:0417%20220%20916
http://markbutz.com/learnscapes/
mailto:mark.butz@bigpond.com
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BACKGROUND 

Heritage Grant in brief 

This strategy responds to the Tidbinbilla Pioneers Association (TPA) 2019/20 Heritage Grant:   

¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ wƻŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ΨƘǳōΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ¢ƛŘōƛƴōƛƭƭŀ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ   

¶ interpretation planning  

¶ directional signs (one modified and one new)  

¶ three new interpretive signs (Canberra Tracks template)   

Launch during the ACT & Region Heritage Festival (postponed to 2021). 

 

The strategy ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢t!Φ    

It provides background to stories available for interpretation, and a suite of possibilities for sharing those 

stories and enhancing visitor experiences.   

The strategy goes beyond the duration of the current Heritage Grant, to outline directions and to guide 

on-going development of resources, facilities and programs for interpretation.   

The content does not represent a commitment by the TPA or the ACT Government to undertake works.  

Rather, it offers suggestions and approaches for consideration by decision-makers over time.  

 
(Sep 2020 - Mark Butz)  

Rock Valley in brief  

The Rock Valley cultural landscape has 25,000+ years of Aboriginal history and almost 190 years of 

European occupation history (from the 1830s).  

The Rock Valley Homestead dates from 1895, and was occupied by three generations of the Green family 

until it was taken into the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve in the 1960s.   

The place is owned and managed by the ACT Parks & Conservation Service (ACTPCS).  

The homestead, house garden and home paddock were severely damaged by bushfire in January 2003.  

The building has been stabilised and partially reconstructed, the garden has been partially recovered, and 

both are tended largely by volunteers.    

The Rock Valley Homestead and surrounds have been listed on the ACT Heritage Register since 2015. 
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Location  

For this strategy the Tidbinbilla valley is the catchment of the Tidbinbilla River, flowing into Paddys River.  

It is bounded in the north by the range and foothills that define the catchment of Hurdle Creek.   

In the south it is geographically bound by a spur running north-east from Mount Eliza, but by convention is 

seen to include the catchment containing Birrigai.  The Gibraltar Valley adjoins to the south-east. 

 
Context of Rock Valley Homestead (arrowed) in Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve - halfway between the active visitor hubs  

of the Nature Discovery Playground and The Sanctuary (ACT Government) 

The Rock Valley Homestead is situated on a spur (the toe of Wallaroo Ridge) between two streams 

όDǊŜŜƴǎΩ CǊƻƴǘ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ .ŀŎƪ /ǊŜŜƪύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ŧƭƻǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘōƛƴōƛƭƭŀ wƛǾŜǊΦ   

 

Landscape setting of Rock Valley homestead  
in the Tidbinbilla valley - detail at right  

(Google Earth 27 Apr 2019)   
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Supporting framework for proposed works  

The works and actions proposed ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢t!Ωǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ DǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǘo aspirations 

expressed in the Shaping our Territory business case and master plan for Tidbinbilla (ACT Government 

2004), which sought to guide recovery from the 2003 bushfires.    

That report: 

¶ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ 

ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ όΨ¢ƛŘōƛƴōƛƭƭŀ ŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΩύ  

¶ identified cultural heritage values within a natural setting as an integral part of the attraction and 

experience of the Reserve  

¶ set out initiatives and opporǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ Ψǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ¢ƛŘōƛƴōƛƭƭŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩΣ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ-based tourism 

όΨǾƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ-ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΩύ  

¶ identified Rock Valley Homestead as an interpretation node for European cultural heritage 

¶ envisaged that the Tidbinbilla Pioneers Association (TPA), in collaboration with government staff, 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ Ψŀ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΩ όŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎύ     

¶ outlined works that included stabilisation and partial reconstruction of the Rock Valley Homestead, 

with its potential use for interpretation and display dependent on decisions for its long-term future.   

These matters were subsequently reflected in the key desired outcomes and policies in the 

Tidbinbilla plan of management (ACT Government 2012), in particular: 

¶ better recognition, conservation and interpretation of cultural heritage values  

¶ a more comprehensive approach to interpretation of Aboriginal and European cultural heritage  

¶ development and promotion of a cultural heritage interpretation program to enrich visitor 

experience and understanding  

¶ improved accessibility of cultural heritage places to visitors, while protecting values  

¶ achievement of a well recognised role in environment education, and natural and cultural heritage 

conservation that attracts involvement of people from the region and beyond  

¶ active involvement of the community and corporate sectors in management programs  

¶ involvement of people and organisations with a special interest in protection and conservation of 

cultural heritage  

¶ recognition of community attachment to heritage places  

¶ encouragement of research into cultural occupation, heritage places, and ongoing connection  

¶ encouragement of community participation in heritage management and interpretation  

¶ training for rangers and volunteer interpreters for a high professional standard in cultural heritage 

interpretation  

¶ practical connection with the Australian Alps Co-operative Management Program.    

The plan of management specifically mentions:   

¶ development of a ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǘǊŀƛƭΩ (primarily walk/cycle) with Rock Valley Homestead as a focal point 

for interpretation of European cultural heritage  

¶ preparation of a conservation management plan for the Rock Valley site to frame future use of the 

homestead 

¶ further interpretation of the site and possible re-establishment of some of the garden and orchard.  
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PART A ς THE PLACE: PAST AND PRESENT  
The Story to be Told  
This section traces changes in the place and in its social and landscape context over time, leading to an 

account of what has persisted (continuity) to form the tangible basis of interpretation today.    

The content of this section is not comprehensive, instead summarised as an aid to understanding, for  

framing works and developing content for interpretive signs, brochures, presentations and tours.   

After some contextual overviews that sample from deep time to the present day, the more detailed 

material is organised into three relatively recent phases:   

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ (1895-1968) - The Reserve era (1968-2003) -  After the Fires (2003-2020).   

Each of these is then organised into three aspects of the landscape: Buildings ς Grounds - Surrounds.    

Aboriginal occupancy  

The human story begins with the rich and continuing history of Aboriginal occupation of the Tidbinbilla 

landscape over at least the past 25,000 years.    

The Tidbinbilla valley offered abundant resources of water, food and fibre, stone and timber for 

manufacturing tools and implements, useful pathways to and through the mountains, refuge from colder 

weather, shelter in rock overhangs, and places of great cultural and spiritual significance.    

This enduring Aboriginal occupation and use is interpreted elsewhere in the Reserve, and there is certainly 

scope to interpret it also at Rock Valley Homestead, noting that abundant artefact material has been 

located in the immediate vicinity of the homestead.   

This reflects the common physical characteristics that make the place suitable as both an Aboriginal 

occupation site and a settler homestead site.   

Archaeological analysis of artefact finds across the region indicates that sites historically favoured by 

Aboriginal people would be elevated,  fairly level, and well drained, close to a major watercourse, and 

often near confluences.  Artefacts are also more likely on major ridgelines and spurs that provide natural 

pathways, and in areas with an easterly to north-easterly aspect.  (Barber et al. 2004:36-37)  All of these 

conditions apply to the spur on which Rock Valley Homestead is located.  

Additionally, within easy reach of the homestead, rock art has been recorded at Wallaby Rocks on the 

range, and also reported in oral history at Woolpack Rocks, below the homestead and next to the river 

(the latter art site thought to be not extant).   

A little further afield, but still within the Rock Valley holding, there are records of a corroboree site/stone 

arrangement  near the headwaters of Sheedys Creek (Barber & Williams 1996:3) with a significant spiritual 

site noted at Gibraltar Rocks (TNR Website).   

Across the river and opposite the homestead, the former pine plantation (Block 60), now termed 

Jedbinbilla, has long been reported as an important ceremonial place, which may have continued to be 

used for some time after European settlement.  This area yielded a high density of artefact material when 

surveyed after the 2003 fires.  (Barber et al. 2004)   

Artefacts indicate that use was made of the abundant variety of stone available in the area, including 

quartz, chert, volcanics, quartzite and sandstone.  The granite component of the landscape provided 

abundant rock shelters, as well as being habitat for rock wallabies and other wildlife, and in higher parts 

potential Bogong moth aestivation sites.   

 It is likely that, at least for the past few thousand years, the valley would have supported occupation 

throughout the year, with seasonal forays into the ranges in pursuit of particular resources, or for 

ceremonial purposes.   (Barber & Williams 1996:5)   
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European ownership and occupancy  

Ψ{ǉǳŀǘǘƛƴƎΩ - Tidbinbilly Pastoral Run 

The processes of dispossession and dispersal of Aboriginal people began in the 1820s when Europeans 

first recorded visits to the Limestone Plains and the Monaro, and began to establish settlements and to 

graze stock beyond the official Limits of Location.  The pioneer settlers that we focus on at Rock Valley 

may have had minimal contact with Aboriginal people from the 1880s-1890s.   

In the 1830s George Solomon Webb settled on the western side of the Murrumbidgee, initially near 

Tharwa, and in 1834 he became the first settler at Tidbinbilla.  Five years later he took up a lease on the 

Tidbinbilly Pastoral Run (No.185).  The run covered 25 square miles (6,500ha), including the entire 

Tidbinbilla valley and extending to Paddys River.  It was estimated to support grazing of 800 cattle.   

²ŜōōΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ in the Murrumbidgee River catchment were Andrew Cunningham (No.200 

Congwarrah ς 10,000 acres/4,046ha), T H Macquoid (No.120 Freshford - 5,000 acres/2,023ha), and 

William Davis snr. (No.39 Booroaroombi - 4,480 acres/1,813ha).    

 In 1864 Webb secured a conditional lease on his house block (on ΨTidbinbilla RivuletΩ), close to the current 

Reserve boundary - portion 2 of Parish Booroomba, County Cowley (100 acres/40.5ha).  This formed the 

heart of Tidbinbilla Station, with a total of 20,000 acres/810ha and capacity for 500 cattle.   
 

 

 

[ŜŦǘΥ {ǉǳŀǘǘŜǊǎΩ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ wǳƴǎ мупу (Ingwersen n.d) 

.ŜƭƻǿΥ ²ŜōōΩǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ н tŀǊƛǎƘ .ƻƻǊƻƻƳōŀΣ  
the heart of Tidbinbilla Station 

 

 

In 1866 George Webb, widowed since 1845, moved to Uriarra, and auctioned the Tidbinbilly Run.  It was 

purchased by Andrew Cunningham, who held the Congwarrah Run to the north.  He also held Lanyon, 

Freshford, Tuggranong [sic], and other properties, and was a major landholder.  His sons (Andrew Jackson 

Cunningham and James Cunningham) continued the family empire after his death in 1887.   

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳǎΩ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǌǳƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

government allowed smaller settlers to select parcels of land that were once the exclusive domain of the 

squatters and owners of large runs.  
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Selection - Small settlers  

The major part of the lower valley was selected in 1884 by the family of John and Bridget Sheedy, and 

JohƴΩǎ widowed mother Julia Sheedy ς portions 5 and 9 of Parish Booroomba respectively, lying upstream 

from George ²ŜōōΩǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

Between these two holdings, John Wall had previously selected portions 6, 7 and 21 in 1883 (perhaps 

ΨŘǳƳƳȅƛƴƎΩ, posing as a bona fide selector, for the Cunninghams of Lanyon, where he worked).  These 

were forfeited, and Patrick Sheedy (eldest son of John and Bridget) took up portions 6 and 21 in 1887.  

In the same year William John Sheedy (the second son) took up a selection (later portions 36 and 37) 

ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ рΦ  

 

Right: Early selections removed from the 
Congwarrah Pastoral Run No.383  

- Sheedy and Wall  
ς detail of 1903 map  

(NSW Land Registry Services) 

 

John Sheedy built a house in portion 5 (later within portion 69), and another on portion 6.  The Sheedys 

referred to their holdings as Rock Valley.   

The slab house on portion 6, across Back Creek from the present site of the Rock Valley Homestead, sat 

adjacent to a granite outcrop that is said to have prompted the name (although portions 5 and 9, the first 

acquisitions, were also dominated by granite outcrops).   

There was also a house on portion 9 held nominally by Wǳƭƛŀ όΨDǊŀƴƴȅΩύ {ƘŜŜŘȅ, later the approximate site 

ƻŦ .ƻȅŘŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ, close to Sheedys Creek.   

It has been stated that the heavily timbered nature of the landscape favoured cattle grazing, and there 

was little incentive to undertake clearing, except around house paddocks.  However, in 1887 John Sheedy 

was fetching good prices for his wool clip from Rock Valley (Daily Telegraph 4 Feb 1887:7), suggesting that 

the Sheedys had undertaken some significant clearing. 

Despite the effort required for clearing, construction, fencing and yards, the Sheedys did not stay long.  

Julia Sheedy had died at Rock Valley early in 1889, and John and Bridget and their family moved in around 

1890 to Castle Hill, closer to Tharwa.  It is said that John took his house from portion 5 with him.     

The forfeited Sheedy holdings were taken up by the Green, Flint and Staunton families.  Others - Noone, 

Smith and Kaye families - soon settled nearby.  By 1900 they formed a community sufficiently large to 

warrant a mail delivery service and a school.  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ to open a school (1897), the 

candidate students, ranging in age from 4 to 14, included four Greens, two Stauntons, and six Noones.    
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The map of Parish Booroomba expanded rapidly, and smaller portions replaced earlier Sheedy holdings  

- the base map is Parish Booroomba 1886, updated to 1909 (NSW Land Registry Services) 

The story is well documented (e.g. Flint 1983) that George Green, George Hatcliff and John Staunton 

walked to Tidbinbilla from the Tuggeranong area where they were working on construction of the railway 

to Cooma.  In 1884 the two Georges occupied Apple Tree Flat near the head of the valley.   

George Green selected portion 33 Parish Booroomba in 1887 and this became Ash Corner, named for 

alpine ash trees.  That portion can be seen sketched in on the 1903 map of the Congwarrah Run.   

One of the first holdings on the west (left) bank of the river, it was traversed by Ashbrook Creek.   

They built a two-room slab hut with a shingle roof, and undertook clearing and fencing.  George Green 

was joined there by his wife Mary Ann and his brother William Cooper (W C) Green in 1886.   

George Hatcliff moved to his own selection named Gibraltar (later Birrigai) in 1890, and in 1892  

W C Green married Ellen Woods and moved on.  This gave room for George and Mary Ann to raise their 

first five children at Ash Corner.   

John Staunton selected portions 36, 37, 43 and 60 (Mount Domain) directly across the river.     

Ash Corner was very isolated, and the Greens soon sought a move to a different block.  George retained 

ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ оо ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мфлт όƭŀǘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ bƛƴŀ CŀǊǊŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ Ƙǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀōƭŜύΦ    

The Greens obtained portions 6 and 21 (formerly Patrick Sheedy) in 1895, and built their home there.  

Over the next seven or eight years they added portions 9 and 64 (formerly Julia Sheedy) and portions 7 

(formerly Patrick Sheedy) and 68 (formerly John Sheedy).  Ten years after their move, they added 

DƛōǊŀƭǘŀǊ tŜŀƪ όǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ттύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǿ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀŘƧƻƛƴŜŘ DŜƻǊƎŜ IŀǘŎƭƛŦŦΩǎ DƛōǊŀƭǘŀǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ όƭŀǘŜǊ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ IƻƭŘƛƴƎ мупύ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ 

Rock Valley.  The map of Parish Booroomba (1912) shows a total family holding of 991 acres (410ha).  The 

homestead was built on portion 21, and the home paddock extended also into portions 6, 64 and 68.  

In the 1920s the Greens secured a lease over Block 20 Paddys River (109 acres/44ha), bringing their land 

holding northwards to the Tidbinbilla Road.  In 1938 Tom Green began to lease part of portion 76 

(Block 52 ς 111 acres/45ha), exchanged for the bottom projection of portion 77 (transferred to T Woods 

as Block 53), bringing ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ holding to the crest of the range.  
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In 1903-04 Sidney James Flint formally took up four portions (69, 70, 72 and 73) to the south of the 

Greens and the north of Staunton; these were previously within portion 5 (John Sheedy).  The house was 

in Portion 69, close to SheeŘȅΩǎ old house site (used as the site for the school house from 1898).  

In 1912 S J Flint married Annie Amelia Noone.  The Flints cited Rock Valley as their address into the 1960s 

(CT 12 Nov 1960:16) and as the identity for their wool clip (Queanbeyan Leader 22 Jul 1915:4).   

Tenders for the local mail run (1901-05) (NSW Govt Gazette 1 Oct 1901: 7578), referred to the school as 

ΨRock ±ŀƭƭŜȅ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ (locally termed Ψ/ƘǳǊŎƘ wƻŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ).   

Historically, the Rock Valley name was applied also to {ǘŀǳƴǘƻƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ !ǎƘōǊƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ (NSW Govt 

Gazette 12 Feb 1895; Queanbeyan Age 20 Jul 1895:3)Σ DƛƭƭƳŀƴǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ (Queanbeyan Age 21 Aug 1895:3) 

ŀƴŘ {ƳƛǘƘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ (Queanbeyan Observer 4 Aug 1899:3) - the whole of the Tidbinbilla valley.    

 
The north-east of Rock Valley: Holdings of the Green and Flint families in relation to the modern landscape  

(Parish Booroomba overlay on 2019 aerial photograph mosaic - ACTmapi) 

Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ όŀǘ ƛǘǎ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳύ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ from the Tidbinbilla Road 

ŀƴŘ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ CƭƛƴǘǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘōƛƴōƛƭƭŀ wƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ƴƻǊǘƘ 

and south of Gibraltar Peak ς resembling an amphitheatre rising from the river to the granite range.   

Ultimately the Rock Valley property was occupied by three generations of the Green family, including: 

¶ George Green (1855-1930) and Mary Ann née McCaffrey (1865-1911) ς 7 children 

¶ George Thomas (Tom) Green (1895-1957) and Mary Elizabeth Mayo (Elma) née Woods (1901-1957)  

ς 3 children (1 d. infancy) 

¶ Keith Thomas Green (1928-2007) with Edward George (Eddie) Green (1933-2009) - 1 child     
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Social connections  

From their first arrival in the district (with John Staunton), George Green and George Hatcliff built 

relationships across the valley community.  For years most of their income came from working away from 

their own holdings, labouring for larger landholders, particularly the McKeahnies at Booroomba.   

ΨThe two GeorgesΩ helped with mustering, shearing, crutching and dipping sheep, fencing, tree planting, 

and gathering and stacking hay.  They also became proficient at pisé de terre (shortened to pisé or pisi) 

building construction.   

Off-farm income ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨCŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ǊƻǳƎƘǘΩ όмуф5-1903). 

Through more than seventy years in the valley community, the Greens developed kinship connection 

through marriage directly with Flint, Woods and Blewitt families, and indirectly with the Hatcliff, Maloney, 

Noone, Dallender, Morton and Maxwell families.  There were also ancestral connections, with Elma Green 

(née Woods, wife of Tom) being a granddaughter of Johanna (Julia) Sheedy, niece of Patrick and Julia 

όΨDǊŀƴƴȅΩύ {ƘŜŜŘȅ.  And the Greens retained their long and close connection with the Stauntons.   

It was common for most of the settler children to be attending the local school with their cousins (with 

various degrees of separation), and within the confines of the valley community those childhood 

connections might result in further intermarriages.    

Beyond family, neighbours would regularly share seeds, cuttings, vegetables, flowers and other produce, 

and would share labour and the fruits of those labours, in a network of cooperation and mutual support.   

When the men from CƭƛƴǘǎΩ went away to serve in World War II, the very capable women managed the 

property, with the knowledge that the Greens and others would provide practical help as it was needed.  

Also during the War, when the eucalyptus cutters upstream needed a lift into town, it was often the 

Greens that provided car transport.     

Rock Valley Homestead was not only the geographic centre of the valley, but also an important social hub:    

It was a regular venue for night-time card games, especially 500 but also euchre and poker.  The welcome 

was extended to the Czech eucalyptus cutters in the 1930s and 40s.   

The Greens hosted woolshed dances there about three or four times a year (Park 2008), at least from the 

1940s and into the 1950s.  These dances were ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩΣ to 

which ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ΨōŀǎƪŜǘ ǎǳǇǇŜǊǎΩ (Higgins 1995).  

In the same period Rock Valley was also a frequent venue for 

events such as an Ψathletic picnicΩ, ΨƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭΩΣ 

ΨƻǇŜƴ ŀƛǊ ǎƘƻǿΩΣ or Ψdistrict gymkhanaΩ, variously offering races, 

horse events, clowns, sideshows, art union raffles, blackberry 

picking contests, food, motorbike events, motor and machinery 

displays, beauty parade of girls, bathing beauty contest for men 

όΨǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !/¢Ω), bonfires, and a 

concert followed by dancing (CT 6 Dec 1947:5; 22 May 1951:5; 8 

Mar 1952:4; 29 Dec 1953:3; 15 Dec 1953:5; Higgins 1995).   
 

Canberra Times 29 Dec 1953:3 

A number of these events were fundraisers for charity.  Prime Minister Menzies was expected to open the 

event in 1951, with other Parliamentary members forecast to attend (CT 23 May 1951:6).    

The open welcome at Rock Valley was not confined to family and neighbours.  For years access to the 

property was also available to picnickers, who would pay a fee per car (Higgins 1995).  In 1953 it was 

advertised as a destination for camping during the Easter holidays, offering hiking, swimming, fishing and 

blackberry picking, with farm produce, drinks and sweets available (Canberra Times 1 Apr 1953:5).    

Also in the 1950s, a decade prior to Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, the homestead was a regular hub/start 

point for bushwalkers and hikers in a youthful Canberra, to access the high country.  Some of these 

excursions were guided by Keith Green (CT 15 Dec 1953:4).   
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Federal Territory  

Land for the Federal Capital Territory was ceded by New South Wales in 1911, and processes of 

resumption began, with a view to all land in the Territory being leasehold.  Some of the Tidbinbilla valley 

families had secured parcels of land only a few years prior, and now they were visited by surveyors 

recording their holdings and improvements for the purposes of valuation in resumption and leasing.   

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries the Tidbinbilla area was occupied by up to sixteen landholders.  

This number declined in the face of economic depressions and drought years, and some leaving the 

Territory.  By the 1950s a few settler families remained, among them the Flints and Greens.  

 
Right: Holdings at Tidbinbilla 1959  
- detail; base ACT tenure map 1959  

(nla.obj-234142244) 

 

After the deaths of Tom and Elma Green in 1957, the property passed to Eddie and Keith Green.   

Eddie travelled overseas from 1959-60, leasing the homestead area to his cousin Phyllis Morton (née Flint) 

and her husband Les Morton (Higgins 1995:30, 40).  In 1964, the year of his return, all of the properties to 

the south were resumed for addition to the Reserve.   At that time there appeared to be no intention to 

extend the Reserve further north to take in the DǊŜŜƴǎΩ property.     

Eddie ran tours with Keith, at least from 1967, 

variously called ACT Pastoral and Bushland Tours  

(CT 5 Jan 1967: 16), Greens Tours (CT 26 Mar 1970: 19), 

DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎǘ DǳƛŘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ (CT 11 Jul 1970: 25) and 

DǊŜŜƴΩǎ /anberra and Bushland Tours, continuing 

until at least mid-1972 (CT 19 Jun 1972: 13).   

wƛƎƘǘΥ YŜƛǘƘ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ǘƻǳǊ ōǳǎ  
above the Cotter Dam, probably late 1960s  

(TPA Helen Jeffery)  
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ΨHobby farmsΩ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ  

When both their parents died in 1957 just ten weeks apart, Eddie and Keith Green had struggled to afford 

double death duties (P Green pers.comm.).  They decided to subdivide the property and sell lots as hobby 

farms, except for 28 acres in portion 64 (around Turkey Hill) held by Eddie.  

These subdƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мфсм !/¢ ΨǎƪŜƭŜǘƻƴ ƳŀǇΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ b/5/Φ  The Deposited Plan 

numbers suggest two stages of subdivision, the earliest being four lots within portion 9 in the north 

(DP 1102 to DP 1105), and the second being three lots in portions 6 and 64 (DP 1394).  

The northern blocks were held by A L Maxwell (287 acres/116ha), in two parts straddling the block of  

H L & P P Morton (171 acres/69ha), and both adjoining Eddie at Turkey Hill.  Les and Phyllis Morton were 

the cousins who leased the homestead while Eddie Green was travelling.  They were also leasing Block 20 

Paddys River (109 acres/44ha), previously leased by the Greens.   

A L Maxwell was Alan Leslie (known as Pat) Maxwell, who held the adjacent Block 5 (53 acres/21.4ha).   

The southern blocks were held by: Mrs S A Newland (137 acres/55ha); S Grimes (6 acres/2.4ha); and  

S V Boyden (360 acres/146ha), the last including portions 7 and 77.   

The GreenǎΩ wƻŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ  
as hobby farms c.1966   

(base: ACT skeleton map  
- NCDC 1961) 

 

Eddie & Keith had mixed fortunes in this subdivision.  It was fortunate that their forebears had resisted 

converting their freehold to leasehold.  This may have prevented expansion of pine plantations across the 

valley in the 1950s and 60s, and it also meant that the Greens were able to subdivide.   

They were unfortunate that there was increasing scrutiny of remaining freehold lands in the ACT, amid 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻŦ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƎŀƛƴǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ, although the Commonwealth Department of the 

Interior stated in 1965 that in the foreseeable future acquisition of freehold west of the Murrumbidgee 

River was not justified (CT 1 Jun 1965:6).  Despite such a claim, scrutiny of freehold subdivisions appears to 

have prompted resumption on the doorstep of the newly expanded Tidbinbilla Fauna Reserve.   

The view was held that subdivision of ACT freehold pastoral holdings into Ψfarmlet areasΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ 

destroy the rural character of the land, and would increase the cost to the Commonwealth of acquiring 

the land in the future (Commonwealth of Australia 1968).  The ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƛǘȅΩ had priority over the needs and interests of rural landholders.   

Although pǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ lots may have undertaken the searches they needed to 

ensure their purchases would be unencumbered, the Commonwealth was irresistible in its resumption.   

The home paddock area was held by Mrs Newland, who apparently intended to use the homestead as a 

guesthouse or tea shop.  This was very short-lived, as in May 1966 the Commonwealth acquired the 

homestead to add to the Reserve, along with the remainder of the hobby farm blocks in 1967, from April 

through to September (Commonwealth of Australia 1968).   Block 20, leased by the Mortons (previously by 

Greens), and Block 5, leased by Pat Maxwell, were also withdrawn.  
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Reserve establishment  

Just a year or two after the area for the Federal Capital Territory had been ceded by New South Wales, 

and three years before the capital was formally named Canberra, the landscape of Tidbinbilla had been 

suggested as a suitable place to establish a nature reserve.   

A National Park and Fauna Reserve was formed in 1936 with 2,000 acres/810ha in timbered parts of the 

southern valley.  In the 1960s the Reserve grew by 11,512 acres/4,659ha through a series of acquisitions: 

¶ By end of 1963 - 5,021 acres/2,032ha of unleased Commonwealth lands and some lease withdrawals 

¶ By end of 1964 - 4,966 acres/2,010ha of freehold lands and some lease withdrawals 

¶ In 1966-67 ς 1,525 acres/617ha being 989acres/400ha of former Green holdings (now subdivided) and 

536 acres/217ha of leased land.    (ACT Government 1970) 

In 1964 a Ranger caretaker was appointed, living initially at the old Flint homestead.  In pursuit of an 

unsullied natural environment, a key focus in the early years was to ΨƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŦŜƴŎŜǎ, structures and most of the 

ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΩ (ACT Government 1970).  A 1968 study ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψthere are 

ƴƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƳŀƎƴƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΩ, but it did 

favour retention and use of the surnames of pioneers (S R Margules 1968:9).   

Not all traces were erased - Rock Valley Homestead was reprieved, and renovated around 1966 for staff 

accommodation, with the Reserve Works Depot in the rear, and .ƻȅŘŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ (only a few years old) 

ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ όǘŜǊƳŜŘ 5ŀƭǎŜǘǘŀύ.  9ŘŘƛŜ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ freehold at Turkey Hill became the site of 

the Information Centre (later Education Centre).    

An ACT tenure map c.1966 was quick to show the Rock Valley home paddock as part of the Reserve 

(acquired May 1966), making the front gate of the home paddock also the wŜǎŜǊǾŜΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƎŀǘŜΦ   

 A more longstanding intention to acquire at least parts of the holding is suggested by a concept diagram 

(of unknown date and origin) that shows a Reserve entrance at Turkey Hill and a dam across the 

Tidbinbilla River at the toe of the spur on which Rock Valley Homestead stands, to form a pond (but 

excluding the homestead from the Reserve).  This concept did not show the eventual boundaries of the 

Reserve and did not make use of lot boundaries in ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ so it appears to pre-date both 

(i.e. 1961 or earlier).  However, the whole ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ subdivision was resumed  by the end of 1967.   

  

Left: ACT Tenure map c.1966 incorporating the Rock Valley home paddock into the Reserve (nla.obj-369321716)     
Right: A hand rendered concept c.1965 showing a Reserve entrance and a dam/pond (origin n.k.)  

The Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve was gazetted as a Public Park on 11 November 1971.   

It was extended over the Gibraltar Range to the Corin Road following the 2003 bush fires that destroyed 

the pine plantations in that valley. 

In November 2008 the Reserve was added to the Australian National Heritage List as one of eleven areas 

constituting the Australian Alps National Parks and Reserves.   
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Continuity in change - Landscape context    

1926 ς c.30 years after homestead construction  2020 

  
c.1936 - c.40 years after homestead construction 2020 

  

  
Nearly a century of change  - Top: Rock Valley from Turkey Hill 1926 (Flint 1983 p.13);  

Second & Third (detail): Rock Valley from Wallaby Rocks c.1936 (E Green TPA); Right column: Oct 2020 (Mark Butz) 

Most noticeable in historical images is the extent of clearing undertaken over four preceding decades, 

with numerous ringbarked trees still standing.   

There was little clearing in the valley until the mid 1880s, and the area was densely timbered, with 

estimates of up to 5,000 trees per hectare.   

The original pattern of mixed farming (grazing, dairying, sheep, pigs, crops) was giving way to sheep 

farming which required increased clearing.  This was generally achieved by ringbarking, leaving dead trees 

ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǊŜƎǊƻǿǘƘ ΨǎǳŎƪŜǊǎΩΦ   

At this time, timber getting, eucalyptus oil extraction, and planting of exotic trees (e.g. willows, poplars, 

pines) contributed further to landscape change.  Rabbits spread rapidly, finding excellent harbour among 

the many boulders and fallen timber stags.    

It is likely that land clearing, fires, rabbit plagues, and subsequent flash flooding and erosion contributed 

to entrenched and gullied streams replacing soaks and ponds. 

In the same way that native tree cover was seen as the enemy of pasture, native wildlife was seen as 

competition for grazing stock or as a destroyer of crops and fences.  Many native species declined in the 

face of habitat loss, hunting, trapping and poisoning, and there were numerous local extinctions.  
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Continuity in change - Access and vegetation  

c.1950s ς still with the Greens; fresh cultivation   

 

1962 

 

1968 ς transition to Nature Reserve (works depot added) 

 

1971 ς new main road 

 

1978  

 

2019 - 16 years after the fires 

 

Twenty years of Rock Valley Homestead and grounds in aerial photographs (plus a 40-year update by satellite), 

showing changes in access, buildings and vegetation cover 
(Air photo 12749 date n.k. c.1950s; SMA 10.12.1962 49/128 & 129; ACT Run 14 10.04.1968 8319;  

ACT 1:9600 Run 28 07.06.1971; ACT Development Record Run 78C26 11.03.1978 190; Google Earth 27.04.2019) 
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¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ - Buildings 

The homestead was constructed in stages: 

¶ 1895 ς Two-room slab building ς kitchen/living (with outdoor oven) and bedroom, probably shingled  

- followed by a single pisé bedroom of grey silty earth on stone footings, probably shingled  

¶ 1897 ς Additional two-room slab bedroom, shingled 

¶ c.1905-11 ς four additional pisé rooms using decomposed granite, on stone footings (three bedrooms 

and parlour/lounge room with a fireplace), with galvanised iron roof  

¶ c.1915 ς brick infill to join separate pisé structures (later a bathroom and later storage)   

¶ 1917 ς pisé rendered with cement  

¶ c.1920 ς brick and fibro kitchen/living room with fireplace (replacing slab buildings and outside oven)  

¶ 1940s-50s ς enlarged kitchen with a second fireplace plus bathroom; front verandah partly enclosed  

¶ 1967 ς (Mrs Newland) - doorway cut into pisé wall to connect living areas, parlour fireplace blocked, 

verandah and rear porch fully enclosed   

 
¢ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ wŀƛƴΩǎ мфмф Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ wƻŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ς detail (M Thorn Jun 1982) 

The 1919 survey plan of the property shows: 

¶ the original two-roomed slab building (kitchen/living) and outdoor brick oven   

¶ the second two-roomed slab building with 7ft walls and a shingle roof, the 1897 additional bedroom, 

now with a galvanised iron roof 

¶ two stages of pisé homestead construction, all now with a galvanised iron roof  

¶ an external toilet (WC), placed well away from the house.   

The 1920s and 1940s-50s additions replaced the slab buildings and superseded the oven structure (later 

buried), and set the final built form for the homestead while it was occupied.  
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Floor plan of the homestead showing stages of construction (P Green TPA c.2017) 

 

 

Top & middle: Eastern and western elevations of the homestead; bottom: front (northern) & rear elevations  
(ACT Government 1992) 
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Continuity in change - Buildings  

 

  

  

Glimpses across more than 50 years  

Top: the property in 1948 from the east  
- hayloft and poplars to the left and  

homestead to the right, beyond a pine  
(Keith Green ex Higgins 2009 p.60) 

Second row: homestead (left); woolshed with engine room, 
date n.k. - exotic trees prominent  

(both images clipped from TAMS video) 

Third row: homestead from front and side in 1992  
ς rather obscured by exotic trees (ACT Public Works) 

Right: homestead in 2002 (TPA archives)  
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Pisé at Rock Valley  

The presence of multiple pisé buildings at Rock Valley Homestead is often cited as a value of the place.    

Pisé de terre (shortened to pisé or pisi) was rammed earth construction.  It was inexpensive, requiring 

only simple tools that could be readily found, made or adapted, and timber formwork that could be 

easily built on a rural property.   

The economy of the method partly explains why the heyday of its use was the 1890s-early 1900s  

ς a time of deep economic downturn exacerbated by ǘƘŜ ΨCŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ǊƻǳƎƘǘΩ όмуфр-1903) and a 

serious rabbit plague.  This was the very time that the Greens moved to Rock Valley and began to 

establish the property.   

It was highly advantageous that the method made use of free materials on-site.  Here the source of 

the earth (red granite) used in the second stage of pisé (c.1905) is still visible as a levelled area backing 

onto an uncovered granite outcrop, adjacent to the original driveway/access road.   

The two Georges (Green and Hatcliff) became adept at pisé 

construction, and found work around the district using the 

technology, prior to the first building at Rock Valley (1895).  

Their local constructions are thought to include: 

 
{ƛƳǇƭŜ ΨƘƻƳŜΩ ŦƻǊƳǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ Ǉƛǎé 

(Edwards 1988; in Cosgrove & Dowling 2001) 

 
! ƳƻǊŜ ΨƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭΩ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳǿƻǊƪ 
(Australian Town & Country Journal  

11 Nov 1871 p.13) 

c.1890 Ψ.ǊŀŜǎƛŘŜΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ tŀŘŘȅǎ wƛǾŜǊ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ  

c.1893-94 Farrer experimental wheat laboratory (3 rooms)  

+ pisé ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ Ψ[ŀƳōǊƛƎƎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘead 

1891-94 όƭƛƪŜƭȅύ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŀǘ Ψ[ŀƳōǊƛƎƎΩ  

c.1892? Ψbƛƭ 5ŜǎǇŜǊŀƴŘǳƳΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ 

c.1895 όǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜύ {ǘŀǳƴǘƻƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

1898 Church Rock Valley School (single room) 

Late 1890s hǳǘōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƛǘƘȅ ŀǘ Ψ.ƻƻǊƻƻƳōŀΩ 

do. ΨDƛōǊŀƭǘŀǊΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ (4 rooms) 

1893-1902 (likely) Pisé ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ¢ŜƴƴŜƴǘΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ 

do. όƭƛƪŜƭȅύ ΨbŀŀǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ Ҍ ŀ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ  

c.1907 [ŜǎƭŜȅ YŀȅŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

1910 Pisé ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ/ƻƴƎǿŀǊǊŀΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ όп ǊƻƻƳǎύ 

? όǇƻǎǎƛōƭȅύ 9ŘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ΨwƛǾŜǊǾƛŜǿΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ on 

Gudgenby River  

There may have been others attributable to either or both of the Georges in that period.  The district 

west of the Murrumbidgee, including Tidbinbilla, Gibraltar and Booroomba, had a notably high 

percentage of pisé constructions.  In 2001 some two thirds of the known pisé buildings in the ACT 

ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻǎǘΣ ǊǳƛƴŜŘ ƻǊ ŘŜƎǊŀŘŜŘΤ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ with half of these not greatly 

modified (Cosgrove & Dowling 2001).  A number, iƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨwƻŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩ ŀƴŘ Ψbƛƭ 5ŜǎǇŜǊŀƴŘǳƳΩΣ ǿŜre 

subsequently affected by fire in 2003.         

Another cited value of the pisé construction carried out by the two Georges is its link to migrant 

knowledge/technology.  It is likely that they learned the technique from one or both of Chilean 

migrants, Eurobi/Eusebio Ponsi/Ponsy/Ponsey and Rupelto/Robert Rodrigues/Rodrogues.   

They came to the district as shepherds in about 1872, working for the Cunninghams at Lanyon (where 

the two Georges also worked from time to time), and were soon building pisé houses for early 

selectors on the Tuggeranong Plain and around Paddys River.  In 1883 Rodrigues selected 320 acres 

(portion 26 parish Congwarra) on Paddys River below Murrays Hill (now Murrays Corner), although he 

may well ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨŘǳƳƳȅƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳs.   
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¢ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ wŀƛƴΩǎ мфмф Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ wƻŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ς detail of outbuildings  

(M Thorn Jun 1982) 

The 1919 survey plan of the property also shows outbuildings associated with the homestead.   

These include (with increasing distance from the house):  

¶ a slab shed (dairy ς store for milk and cream) with shingle roof and 6ft walls (within the house fence)  

¶ fowl house (poultry shed) of slabs and netting with roof a mix of shingles and galvanised iron and 6ft 

walls (outside the house fence and offset towards the creek to the west) 

¶ a galvanised iron shed (granary) with 6ft walls raised on stumps (beyond the house fence)  c.1915 

¶ a shed with 6ft slab walls and shingle roof (in a fenced yard) 

¶ a substantial pisé stable and hayshed (loft) with galvanised iron gabled roof and 10ft walls (and large 

yards adjacent) c.1910 ς later used for vehicles and farm equipment  

¶ a large woolshed with gabled roof and 10ft walls in galvanised iron (with adjacent sheep yards, cattle 

yards and milking bails).   
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Other sources document additional outbuildings and landscape details: 

¶ the old dairy (slab walls and shingle roof) was the location of the separator, with cows milked in bails 

at the woolshed (bark roof for cow pens); the dairy and bails were built 1897, used until c.1945  

¶ there was a cool room at the end of the storeroom (shed)  

¶ a ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǎƘƻǇ with bellows and forge was located at the rear, over the yard fence and next to a 

poultry shed  

¶ the woolshed was a two-stand shed, originally built by George Green using slabs; it was extended later 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ wŀȅƴŜǊΩǎ {ŀǿƳƛƭƭ near Mountain Creek in the valley  

¶ shearing was mechanised once an engine room was added on the north side of the woolshed  

¶ poultry runs ran along the western side of the house block to the north, with fences to exclude fox 

depredation, and serviced by water piped by gravity from a spring uphill to the south  

¶ a piggery ran down the western side, probably near Back Creek  

¶ a pisé garage was constructed opposite the front entrance (1930s)  

¶ the WC aōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōȅ ŀ ΨŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ǘƻƛƭŜǘΩ όIȅƎŜƛŀύ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

drained to Back Creek and the piggery  

¶ the old stone sheep dip ƴŜŀǊ {ƘŜŜŘȅΩǎ όDǊŀƴƴȅΩǎύ /ǊŜŜƪ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ŘƛǇ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 

woolshed in 1950  

¶ a tennis court was built on levelled ground between the homestead and the creek gully to the west 

(1950s); this altered the main access for outbuildings at rear to a track on the eastern side, between 

the house and orchard  

¶ there was an aviary in the  garden, where Elma Green kept a pet parrot.   
 

The woolshed is notable as a community ǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ CƭƛƴǘǎΩ 

shed had fallen down.  Several landholders brought their sheep to Rock Valley for dipping and shearing.  

This included sheep from the Blewitts at Gibraltar, which were driven to Rock Valley through Blewitts Gap 

between Mt Eliza and Wallaby Rocks (Park 2008).  Bill Blewitt sheared, Laurie Dallender classed wool, and 

Edna Dallender (née Flint) inoculated against fluke (Higgins 1995).  

Other shared resources included: 

¶ the cattle yards used for branding  

¶ the ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ  forge, where horse-shoeing was done by Eric Blewitt of Nil Desperandum, a very 

capable farrier, for the neighbouring families. 
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¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ς Grounds 

There are three eǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΩ: the house garden, the produce garden/orchard 

and feature trees and plantings in the home paddock.   

In the initial settlement by George and Mary Ann Green, the emphasis was on survival - taking a timbered 

area and making it productive, at least for self-sufficiency and (over time) to turn a profit.   

It appears to have been Elma Green in the second generation who inspired a shift from concern for 

produce alone to creating amenity and beauty in the garden and the home paddock.  In turn this would 

have paved the way for Eddie in the third generation to devote considerable energy to redeveloping the 

house garden in the 1950s.     

The 1919 survey plan shows the homestead flanked to the east by a large area containing fruit trees, 

surrounded by a 5ft (1.5m) wire-netting fence.   

The produce garden and orchard were vital parts of the DǊŜŜƴǎΩ mixed farming production, including: 

¶ the orchard to the east (74 trees in 1897), mostly apple but also pear, peach, apricot, plum, cherry,  

quince and winter pear  

¶ lemons, grapes, passionfruit, elderberry, walnut, Spanish chestnut, tree lucerne (tagasaste), and fig 

(within the house garden) 

¶ crops of wheat, oats, corn, maize, rye, lucerne, and rape (canola) 

¶ potatoes and pumpkins in the deep black soil of the river flats  

¶ a trial of tobacco to the north-ǿŜǎǘ ΨŘƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎΩ, and a trial of sugar cane  

¶ a bountiful vegetable garden above the orchard, c.15 metres square, with tomatoes, potatoes, onions, 

cabbages, carrots, peas, beans, broad beans, cucumbers, parsnips, squash, pumpkins, melons (for jam), 

strawberries, blackberries, and gooseberries   

¶ leafy greens at the duck pond  

¶ pigs, sheep, some cattle, bees, and poultry including chickens, turkeys, and ducks 

¶ stocking of the river with rainbow trout.   

A second orchard was developed in the 1940s to the north of the homestead after some of the fruit trees 

in the old orchard had died.  They were not replanted in the old orchard because it was being used for 

lambs, with poddy lambs closer to the house (Park 2008).   

The permanent spring upslope of the orchard is seen as the main reason the homestead was built in this 

location.  It would have been a vital resource, with the period 1895-1903 marking the 

ΨCŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ǊƻǳƎƘǘΩ.   

The spring fed a dam dug out by George Green, which became the duck pond (also used recreationally by 

kids with a rubber dinghy).    

This enabled development of the vegetable garden in the dark soil that was no longer waterlogged.  

Growth was greatly assisted by deployment of the copious supply of sheep manure available from the 

woolshed and by emptying of the WC bucket.   

Below the duck pond/bog, ditches were used to irrigate the fruit trees (Park 2008).  

A second spring to the south of the house was piped to supply water to the homestead garden and 

poultry runs (Park 2008).  

Back Creek had been a perennial flowing stream and an occasional source of fish until 1939, when 

torrential rain following major bush fires filled the gully with sand.  The large pools disappeared, with 

water then moving through the sand below the surface (Park 2008).    

The sediment accumulation in this creek is still evident below the homestead.   
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Diagram of landscape developments in the period 1896-1954 (Ramsay 2010 Fig.1) 

Built forms in this diagram are based on the Rain survey plan of 1919, and plantings are interpreted from 

descriptions in Bulbeck and Boot (1991) and recollections of Eddie Green (Park 2008).  

In addition to finer details in the house garden and orchard trees, the diagram notes landscape trees:  

¶ pine feature trees (1, 6, 34, 35) 

¶ pine windbreaks (7, 8) 

¶ cypress windbreaks (4, 9, 20) 

¶ weeping willows (26, 27, 31) 

¶ Lombardy poplars (30) 

¶ privet hedge (c.1952-53) (25) 

A turning loop, described by Eddie DǊŜŜƴ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛǎƭŜǘΩΣ ŜƴŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǇƛƴŜ όсύΦ   

In the 1950s a tennis court was built over the old access track shown in the diagram on the western side 

of the house (Park 2008).   
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Much more is known about the form and structure of the grounds and gardens after the mid-1950s.   

At that time, Eddie Green (teenage grandson of George & Mary Ann) undertook a Junior Farmers project 

to redesign and develop the house garden.  His journal and sketches provided meticulous documentation 

of soil treatment, sourcing and propagation of plants, development of garden beds, fences, bush house, 

ponds, trellises, terracing, paving and paths.   

This record is summarised in Warden (2009) and further detailed in Ramsay (2010), who also includes a 

measured drawing of the garden in 1990, prepared by Rowena Howard for the Marion Mahony Griffin 

Measured Drawing competition. 

Efforts to understand and reflect the style of the house garden therefore relate primarily to this period, 

commencing in about 1955 ς whilst noting that the property passed to Eddie and Keith in 1957 and the 

homestead was acquired for the Reserve in 1966.   

Lƴ нллф Cƛƻƴŀ {ƛǾȅŀ ŘǊŜǿ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ 9ŘŘƛŜ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ǇƛŜŎŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-

hand accounts (Park 2008).  This detailed what was planted where, along with landscape elements of 

paths, walls, other structures, and water features that he developed, within a 6ft (1.8m) fence of chicken 

wire supported by peppermint posts.     
 

 
/ƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ 9ŘŘƛŜ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ мфрр ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǊŀƭ history (F Sivya in Ramsay 2010)  
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¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ς Surrounds  

{ǳǊǾŜȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 

survey (ranging from 1884 to 1906).  These plans show: 

¶ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǳndulatingΩ ǘƻ Ψǎteep rangesΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ΨǊocksΩ, ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ 

ōƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΩ and ΨƘuge bouldersΩ (the Woolpack Rocks marked, but not named, on the 1884 plan)  

¶  areas of ringbarkƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψƻld ringbarkingΩ   

¶ swampy ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ΨƎood water supplyΩ ǘƻ Ψƴo water supplyΩ  

¶ pasturage (where noted) ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǇoorΩ ǘƻ Ψvery poorΩ   

¶ timbered variously with gum, box, apple, peppermint (thick in parts)   

¶ a mix of fences ς old log fences, brush log fences, wire fences, and dog proof fences    

¶ a hut shown (por.21 -1884; ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ǎƛǘŜ, but not shown on the 1895 plan)    

¶ a hut referred to in valuation notes but not shown (por.9 - 1885) 
 

 

 
Portion plan surveys of the Rock Valley Homestead area  

(detail of portions 6 & 21 Parish Booroomba) - 1884 (top) & 1895  
   

 
  



Heritage Interpretation Strategy ς Rock Valley Homestead & surrounds, Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve ACT (February 2021) 

              Mark Butz  ς  Learnscapes  ς  0418-417-635  ς  mark.butz@bigpond.com 26 

The 1919 survey plan (R J Rain) documented access, fences and gates, cultivation, and natural features:  

¶ extensive ringbarking, stumps and forest clearing, and areas of dense suckers and scrub  

¶ indications of native vegetation cover ς peppermint, gum, apple [apple box?], golden wattle, black 

wattle, banksia, blackthorn (Bursaria), ti-tree (possibly Kunzea/burgan) along the river  

¶ several areas of swampy flats with rushes, and some swampy watercourses   

¶ novel vegetation arrivals ς willow, poplar and briar   

¶ areas retained for shelter timber  

¶ patches of cultivation on river and creek flats, and areas used for cropping, gardens, and grazing  

- some poor, some good 

¶ remains of some old log fences, and extensive fences of wire, some with barb, many with netting, and 

a dog fence near Gibraltar Peak  (note: the western fence was across the river in the Forest Reserve) 

¶ an old set of yards with a stone sheep dip    

¶ old river crossings, and current access track (formed road) and gates;  and  

¶ areas of sandy soil ς some poor, some dark.  
 

 
¢ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ wŀƛƴΩǎ мфмф Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ Rock Valley property  

ς detail of the home paddock (from gate to gate) and north to Turkey Hill (Tracing M Thorn Jun 1982) 

 

Snapshot of Rock Valley 1913 ς List of stock owners (Gugler n.d.) 

George Green 

12 horses 47 head cattle 700 sheep Area 1,730 acres (700ha) 6 acres (2.4ha) cultivation 

Sidney J Flint  

2 horses 5 head cattle 225 sheep Area 1,245 acres (504ha) 0 cultivation 
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The 1919 survey does not indicate ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ wƻŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ CƭƛƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ ΨƳŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘΩ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀlley first reached Rock Valley Homestead where a line of four poplars marked 

the boundary and front gate of the home paddock.   

A branch track led south to the homestead, and the main road continued on to the next gate at the 

ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ CƭƛƴǘǎΩΦ   

From there a branch led to the CƭƛƴǘǎΩ homestead and the road continued on to Mount Domain 

ό{ǘŀǳƴǘƻƴΩǎύ, after which it reverted to a bridle track.     
 

 Front gate  Rock Valley homestead Back gate - boundary with Flints CƭƛƴǘǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ   

 
 

Panorama of two images of the valley taken from the Forest Reserve, probably in the late 1960s,  
not long before the main road was diverted to the south of Rock Valley Homestead    

(from J McRae)  

 

The main road passing through  
wƻŎƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ CƭƛƴǘǎΩ ƛƴ мфсн  
ς front and back gates arrowed,  

marking the Rock Valley home paddock 
(SMA 10 Dec 1962 49-128) 

  

Rock Valley 

CƭƛƴǘǎΩ 

To Mount Domain 

From Tharwa 
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Life in the valley was affected relatively little by the outside world and the growth of the capital city 

nearby.  There had been a mail service from 1895 when the Tharwa Bridge opened.  More immediately, 

people were kept informed about the world via battery-operated radio (the wireless), with batteries 

rotated and sent off to Queanbeyan for recharging.  

The telephone arrived in the 1930s (a party line) and the power arrived only in 1956, the latter thanks in 

part to advocacy by Elma Green (who died the following year).   

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŀƭ ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΩΣ ƛn the late 1950s and early 1960s 

the Tidbinbilla valley experienced its largest landscape change since the initial ringbarking and clearing 

effort, with the onset of resumption and clearing of native forest in the western foothills for 

pine plantations.   

The Reid family left Tidbinbilla station when some 800 acres (324 ha) was resumed for pine planting in 

1958.  Just as profound a change came to Rock Valley when a major part of the north-western outlook 

from the homestead was cleared for conversion to pine.  

The land adjoining Rock Valley on the western bank of the Tidbinbilla River had been a reserve since 

before the Greens first came to the valley.   Forest Reserve 889 of about 900 acres (364ha) was reserved 

for timber in 1883.  This was superseded in 1886 by Forest Reserve 2673 of 1,190 acres (482 ha), and later 

again by Forest Reserve 23378 of 1,280 acres (518 ha) in 1895.   

ΨF R 23378Ω ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ wŀƛƴΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ  The pine plantation became Block 60 

Paddys River, or the Tidbinbilla Pine Forest (486ha).    

 

Block 60 showing roads, clearing and 1962 
pine planting, close to Rock Valley and 
Tidbinbilla 
(Run 14-8319 - 10 Apr 1968) 

It seems unlikely that Tom Green ever conceived of the possibility that those foothills would one day be 

covered in pines.  By contrast, for Eddie and Keith Green, inheriting the property in 1957, it may have 

been a major source of uncertainty.    

The DǊŜŜƴǎΩ southern boundary was with the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, all remaining holdings to the 

south having been resumed for the Reserve in 1964.  It is possible that the property would have been 

planted to pine if it were not freehold.  In any case this was averted permanently when the Reserve was 

extended northwards to take all of Rock Valley in 1966-67.  

  

Tidbinbilla 

Rock Valley 
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The Reserve era ς Buildings  

Following acquisition, all Rock Valley buildings except for the homestead were demolished by 1969.  

The Reserve Works Depot was constructed on the sites of the 

old granary, hayloft, yards and other outbuildings.   

The Works Depot comprised three large white galvanised iron 

sheds, several aluminium storage sheds and a transportable hut.  

The shed adjacent to the house garden fence included an office, 

workshop and staff room.  The other sheds contained a vehicle 

workshop, store and parking. 

A small fibro shed attached to the southern large shed was  

ΨǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƭȅǊŜōƛǊŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ ƘǳǘΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ мфсн ōȅ 

CSIRO scientists to record lyrebird song and performance within 

the Reserve.  It was incorporated into the Depot as an office in 

about 1975.  

To the north of the homestead a materials storage area 

extended several hundred metres towards the river.  

When the Reserve was first opened, the homestead was used 

variously as a visitor centre, office and laboratory (Lester Firth 

1987), and in the early 1970s as staff accommodation, with 

animal pens constructed on a concrete slab to the rear 

(associated with wildlife programs). 
 

Top & middle: Works Depot 1992  
(ACT Government 1992) 

Bottom: Works Depot layout 1991    
(Bulbeck & Boot 1991 detail  Fig. 6-10-4) 

 

 

 

A report in the 1980s (Commonwealth Government ?1985) assessed cracking in the homestead, noting that 

the structure had been totally intact until a series of earth tremors (probably those in 1949 and 1952) 

triggered cracks.  A report on repairs and maintenance was prepared in 1988, and a 1992 report (ACT 

Government 1992) encouraged attention to drainage to protect footings and external walls from seasonal 

expansion and contraction (shrink and swell).        

Options for the future of the homestead were soon being assessed.  An ACT Public Works report 

(ACT Government 1992) identified options for adaptive re-use, including: 

¶ stripping back the building to the 1895/1905 pisé group to accommodate a museum  

(to be operated by the TPA); or 

¶ keeping enough of the 1920s additions to interpret, and  re-using the depot for visitor facilities; or 

¶ keeping the whole building complex to accommodate education and conference groups.  

When the new Reserve Depot was completed, it became feasible to use the homestead for 

accommodation, although in 1990 it was unoccupied and used for storage.  In 1993-94 it was extensively 

renovated and occupied by Ranger Neil Reckord.     

Options being considered at this time included its use as a heritage interpretation/education centre 

emphasising human history of the area, or as a coffee shop/art gallery.    

The favoured strategy was to keep the homestead occupied as staff accommodation, and to prepare a 

management strategy/conservation plan to shape its future use.  (ACT Government 1999)   

By 2003 it housed the Reserve Wildlife Officer, Geoff Underwood, and family. 
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The Reserve era ς Grounds  

In the house garden changes included:   

¶ removal of some exotic tree plantings (including some windbreaks and hedges), decline in others, and 

non-replacement  (also in the broader surrounds)  

¶ simplification of the house garden, presumably in the interests of less arduous maintenance  

¶ removal of ponds, fernery, bush house, trellises   

¶ levelling of landscaping to install animal pens  

¶ erection of a brick barbecue near the house  

¶ removal of the southern and western fences, and lowering of the eastern and northern fences 

(replaced with a white painted post-and-rail design)   

Another notable change in the first few years of the Reserve was a changed route for the main road, now 

deviated to the south of the homestead, and sealed.   Eddie Green recalled that this road was routed over 

a major spring that had previously fed the house yard and poultry runs (Park 2008).  
 

The Reserve era ς Surrounds  

 
Proximity of Rock Valley, Turkey Hill (Education Centre), Dalsetta (BƻȅŘŜƴΩǎύ ŀƴŘ CƭƛƴǘǎΩ  

(and Block 60 pines) in the open landscape of 1978 (detail 1978 Run 78C26-190)     

Rock Valley Homestead continued to be the centre of the lower Tidbinbilla valley, as the Works Depot. 

Closely related facilities included: 

¶ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ŀǘ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ Iƛƭƭ όŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƭƻƻǇ ǘǊŀƛƭκƎŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǘǊŀƛƭύ  

¶ .ƻȅŘŜƴΩǎ όǎǘŀŦŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎύ  

¶ CƭƛƴǘǎΩ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǊŜŀ όŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪΣ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎΣ ōƛǊŘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀύΦ  

The Block 60 pine plantation was harvested in coupes from the 1990s.  By 2003 it was under its second 

rotation of pines, with trees aged approximately 3 to 12 years.  
  

.ƻȅŘŜƴΩǎ  

Turkey Hill 

Rock Valley 

Flints 

Education Centre 

Block 60 
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Tidbinbilla Pioneers  

DuǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƻŦ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ 

and a convergence of interest among descendants of pioneer families to mark the contribution of 

their forebears.    

A reunion of descendants of the Green and Hatcliff families was staged at Rock Valley in January 1983, 

close to 100 years since their ancestors had departed England to make a new life that brought them 

ultimately to Tidbinbilla.   

One outcome of this was a collection of historical and genealogical accounts, combined into a small 

book To Green the memory (Flint 1983).    

Another outcome was the formation of the Tidbinbilla Pioneers Association (TPA) in April 1983.  

Momentum of the pioneer descendants led to: 

¶ a Bicentennial picnic at Booroomba in October 1988 

¶ ŀ .ƛŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ¢t! ΨtǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘΩΣ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ 1988, depicting the 

lives of early Tidbinbilla settlers  

¶ a tenth anniversary celebration at Tidbinbilla in 1993  

¶ publication of the Remembering Tidbinbilla oral history project on behalf of the TPA (Higgins 1995) 

¶ development of the Church Rock Heritage Loop trail, signs and brochure  in 2001  

(with an ACT Heritage Grant)  

¶  Ψŀ нмst ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΩ όŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴύ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллн 

¶ a booklet for the reunion issued by the TPA (Quince 2002)  

Complementary to this elevated interest in the cultural heritage of the Reserve, in 1987 the Reserve 

siting study included a map of historical places (Lester Firth 1987); and in 1991 a year-long cultural 

resource survey was undertaken for the ACT Heritage Unit and ACT Parks & Conservation Service 

(Bulbeck & Boot 1991), with recommendations for conservation and interpretation. 

 

The 2003 fires 

[Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΣ ǘhe homestead and its surrounds experienced a major 

re-set in January 2003, when 99% of the Reserve was burned (Higgins 2003).  ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎΩ Rock Valley had 

lost pasture and fencing in a fire in 1912, as did neighbours Staunton and Noone (Queanbeyan Age 23 Jan 

1912:2), but had been spared from major fires in 1920 (when StauntonΩs Mount Domain was burned) and 

in 1938-39 (when the CƭƛƴǘǎΩ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōŀŘƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘύ, and again in 1951-52.  Luck ran out in 2003.      

The 2003 events burned more than 2 million hectares, with loss of both life and property.  Across the 

Australian Alps area, many cultural heritage places were affected, some irretrievably lost.  In common 

with most of the Alps parks and reserves, Tidbinbilla and adjacent Namadgi National Park suffered 

damage to Aboriginal places, survey markers, ǎǘƻŎƪƳŜƴΩǎ ƘǳǘǎΣ ȅŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƴŎŜǎΣ homesteads (Tennent, 

Rock Valley, Nil Desperandum), outbuildings, and many homestead trees, gardens and orchards that 

marked past use of the landscape.  (Higgins 2003; Kaufman 2006)   

Tidbinbilla experienced heavy loss of infrastructure for wildlife exhibits and care, along with the Education 

Centre at Turkey Hill, staff housing (including Dalsetta/.ƻȅŘŜƴΩǎύ, signs, trail markers, and bridges.  

Forested areas saw significant exfoliation of granite tors and subsequent heavy runoff and sedimentation 

after rain, and the Block 60 pine plantation was also decimated.      
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Buildings  

Rock Valley Homestead was severely damaged.  The pisé walls (1895 and 1905) largely survived, although 

some slumped and fell subsequently.  The fires took the timber roof, floors, door frames and lintels, as 

well as the more recent timber and fibro additions (with fireplaces and chimneys left standing).   

The depot buildings were severely damaged, beyond repair.  

  

  
Fire damage at the Works Depot at Rock Valley Jan 2003  (Andrew Tatnell) 

Grounds and Surrounds 

The house garden, orchard and exotic plantings in the surrounds were severely impacted, with the loss of 

many features including:  

¶ many of the more sensitive plants in the house garden  

¶ most of the large pines along the old driveway/access road  

¶ weeping willows  

¶ the pine windbreak to the west of the homestead and cypress windbreak on the southern side   

¶ Lombardy poplars near the house and on the old road, including those marking the front gate, the start 

of the home paddock.    

 
Fire-damaged pine at Rock Valley homestead 2003  (Geoff Underwood)  
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Collage of views of fire damage at  
Rock Valley homestead 2003  

(Andrew Tatnell; TAMS video; ACT Heritage Council;  
NLA - Damian McDonald; Geoff Underwood) 
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After the fires - Buildings  

Within a week after the fires, the first of a number of assessments was undertaken.  

2003 A report on fire damage and recommended action (EMA 2003) found that several of the 

homestead walls were rotating and would become unstable, and that reconstruction was 

Ψŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǘŜǇΩΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎΦ   

It saw as likely possibilities works to prop up and stabilise the walls, record, and demolish.   

It sought further assessment before a final decision.    

2003 A structural assessment of the homestead and depot (Hooley 2003) noted that nearly all timber 

(roof, floors, jambs and lintels) in the homestead had been lost and walls were cracking seriously, 

no longer stabilised by the roof.   

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇƻǘ ǿŀǎ ΨƳƻǎǘ ǳƴǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŀōƭȅ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 

argument to try and retain or restore any part of it.   

It found that reconstruction of the homestead was not structurally viable, but considered 

ŘŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψŀƴ ŀƴŀǘƘŜƳŀΩ ǘƻ people ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ   

It also considered that shoring up the walls would be an eyesore.   

Instead it recommended capping of walls to slow weathering and erosion, and a secure fence 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

weathering.  

If capped and occasionally whitewashed, the building might last a couple of decades before being 

completely derelict.  In follow-up correspondence the assessor also outlined an option to 

demolish all or most of the structure.         

2004 Another report (Rogers & Jefferis 2004 ς cited by Philip Leeson 2005) outlined four options: 

1)  Repair the structure and make it safe and suitable for habitation  

2)  Leave the walls but make it safe enough to allow public access  

3)  Leave the walls to deteriorate and prevent public access  

4)  Demolish the walls to a safe height and allow public access. 

2004  The Tidbinbilla master plan and business case (ACT Government 2004) recommended partial 

demolition and partial reconstruction, and encouraged restoration of a garden area.   

It posed possible future uses: a display centre and base for the TPA; or (once reconstructed) 

either staff accommodation or a bed & breakfast facility.   (pp.84-85) 

2005  A preliminary sketch plan report on interpretation and reconstruction of the homestead 

(Philip Leeson 2005) expanded on the options in the Rogers & Jefferis report.   

The preferred option was 2), with a variation possible to roof over the 1895 room, 1905 parlour 

and the fireplaces, while demolishing walls in the remaining 1905 rooms down to the stone 

footings as an archaeological site.  

Works were detailed to strengthen footings, improve drainage, repair and render pisé walls that 

were to be retained, re-roof, net and install guttering, install doors and shutters, and retain the 

kitchen floor slab.  

An initial clean-up of the homestead was undertaken, resulting in considerable damage to the house 

garden and infrastructure and changes in ground levels (Philip Leeson 2005).   

The 1960s depot buildings were demolished, with that area becoming a gravelled parking area.    
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Above: Rock Valley homestead 2006  
prior to stabilisation and  

partial reconstruction 
(John McRae) 

Right: Part of a wall collapse (1895 section)  
while awaiting decisions ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

(capture from TAMS video)  

 

The walls were protected with plastic sheeting, but by September 2006 the TPA was advising the 

ACT Government of its deterioration and of a collapsed pisé wall.   

The TPA representations, backed by the National Trust of Australia (ACT), resulted in an on-site meeting in 

October 2006 and a more collaborative approach to shaping options for the homestead.  The proposal 

was still to pursue Option 2) of the Rogers & Jefferis report, with additional consideration of adding a 

verandah as a viewing platform for the cut-down section receiving ΨarchaeologicalΩ treatment, plus 

interpretive signs and partial restoration of the house garden.   

In March 2007 the TPA made further representations when presented with an option by the contractor 

working on Nil Desperandum reconstruction.  This option would retain the walls and re-roof the structure 

for marginal extra cost.  With further investigation it was agreed to pursue this approach, involving: 

¶ rebuilding of two fallen internal walls and the external wall of the 1895 room  

¶ re-roofing of the pisé sections  

¶ rebuilding the verandah with a separate overhang possible at rear  

¶ external rendering (but not internal)   

¶ stabilising the chimneys  

¶ filling to floor level with decomposed granite  

¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ǿŀǎ Ψŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜΩΦ  

After a four-year delay, work commenced in May 2007, and much of it was completed by July.   

Community action had saved the homestead.  

Rock Valley was opened for public access in April 2008. 

Follow-up work on the homestead was undertaken in 2017-19, including: 

¶ filling to floor level, improved drainage, rear verandah awning and re-pointing of the chimneys 

¶ rendering of the east wall and rabbit netting  

¶ painting of barge boards, decking and posts.   
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After the fires ς the Grounds 

A catalogue was made of the plants in the house garden and around the homestead that survived the fire.  

Most of the burnt trunks were cut down, leading to new shoots ς a spontaneous renewal of the garden 

plantings prior to the fire.  

Many pines and poplars could not be saved, although wildings from the old cypress hedge were 

successfully replanted.  

In 2008 a 1.8m wire mesh fence was erected, broadly following the alignment in 9ŘŘƛŜ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ garden 

design, to protect the homestead and house garden.  

In 2010 two reports were prepared - a homestead garden landscape plan (Warden 2010) and a report on 

future heritage management directions for the garden landscape (Ramsay 2010).  These were founded in 

copious documentation and information from a previous archaeological study (Bulbeck & Boot 1991), 

measured drawing of the garden (Howard 1990), and detailed oral history from Eddie Green (Park 2008).  

Encouraged by some of the regrowth, it was decided to maintain a style sympathetic to Eddie DǊŜŜƴΩǎ 

design, including retention of internal paths.   

Improvements were made, including a toilet/storage shed (2011), a mobility access path (2014), regrading 

of the access road (2016), and a new picnic table at the car park (2019).  

 

 

Mapping of Rock Valley grounds cultural landscape seven years after the fire  
(Ramsay 2010) 
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After the fires ς the Surrounds  

In the aftermath of the fires, efforts focused on safety, with removal of burnt infrastructure and 

dangerous trees, and assessment of roads and facilities.  Repairs were needed to amenities, picnic areas, 

walking trails, boardwalks, lookouts, wildlife enclosures, signs and barriers.  Organised visits and 

interpretation activities resumed quickly.   

The Tidbinbilla master plan and business case 

(ACT Government 2004) found that the Education 

Centre should not be re-built next  

to Turkey Hill, but instead moved close to  

Tourist Drive 5 and the entrance.  

The Turkey Hill site was mooted as a major 

function centre but in the interim it has 

become a trailhead for short walks around 

Turkey Hill and longer ventures to 

Gibraltar Peak or foothills.    

 
Dalsetta: the Education Centre at Turkey Hill  

19 Jan 2003 (Geoff Underwood) 

¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ .ƻȅŘŜƴΩǎ ǿŀǎ ƳƻƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŎƻ-lodges but this was not realised.   

The Dalsetta name was transferred to the trailhead at Turkey Hill.    

CƭƛƴǘǎΩ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǎƘŜŘ όнлмуύ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ   

This area is the focus for the Church Rock Heritage Loop trail, developed by the TPA and Reserve 

managers in 2001.  

Block 60 was targeted for archaeological survey, which revealed 80 previously unrecorded Aboriginal sites, 

many with large numbers of artefacts.  The density of artefacts and remaining stories about the 

importance of this area led to recognition of its high cultural significance, and re-naming as Jedbinbilla.  

The Tidbinbilla master plan and 

business case reflected on the 

appropriateness of a pine plantation 

in that prime entrance location, and 

found that Jedbinbilla should be 

revegetated with native species of 

local origin to the greatest extent 

possible.   

Related works would include erosion 

and weed control. 
 

Jedbinbilla (former Block 60) 2019 
 ς sixteen years after the fires,  

beginning to blend in as it  
returns to native vegetation  

(Rock Valley Homestead arrowed) 
(Base: Google Earth 27.04.2019)  

 

The master plan found that the area could absorb some higher impact activities that are not appropriate 

elsewhere in the Reserve, notably mountain bike riding and horse riding, and mooted the northern part 

near the Tidbinbilla River as a potential low-key camping area (pedestrian access only).  
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Legal Recognition  

In July 2015 Rock Valley homestead and surrounds was added to the ACT Heritage Register, with 

preparation of a background statement for that decision (ACT Government 2015a; 2015b).   

The defined place includes the homestead, house garden, produce garden/orchard and later orchard, and 

select landscape trees.  

 
Site Plan/Layout of the place - Heritage Register nomination 2015 (ACT Government 2015b)  

  


































































































