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News from the ‘Bombing Paddock’
Mark Butz

This is zn update of two previons reports in this Mewslester
(12015 and 22015) on the Duntroon Treach Warfare and
Bombing School of 1916-17 (associated with the Officer
Training School) and the “Bombing Paddock”, contzining the
trench system that was consmocted for the School just across
the Molonglo River from the BMC. This site is now in the
Jarrabomberra Wetlands Mature Feserve, managed by the
ACT Parks and Conservation Service in partmership with the
Woodlands and Wetlands Trost.

The lzst report on the twench system was  shout
archaeological excavations in mid-2015—since that fme a
ereat deal has happened on the site and m researching and
promoting its history.

Ajded by a 2016 Hentage Grant, we developed a self-
muding ‘Trench Trail’ leaflet and installed trench layout
markers (steal posts with labels colour-coded to the plan n
the leaflet), interpredve signs, and initial sactions of what will
become a loop el The frail sectons are laid out as the
trenches were, with zmiz-zags and a forward fraverse, and with
observaton plarfonms that take the size and hexagonal shape
of island traverses. The inifial sections are profected from the
catile that are still needad to zraze the site while it is too Tough
for mowing; over time, we hope the whole site will be open
#nd sccessible without nbernal fences and gates. The trail
work has been undertaken with assistance from the Green
Ammy and from cadets of the Ausiralian Defence Force
Acadenry. A further Hentage Grant will ensble more of the
loop to be built doringz 2018,

Those developments got us started on providing access
and information, bt we still wanited to convey some of the
trench experience. The high sroumdwaier table precludes amy
notion of leaving open an excavated wench on the site. B if
wou can't dig dowm, you can build up instead So we have
constmicted a section of mock trench fo give visitors 3 sense
of the deep, narmmow and comvohited layout of what Les below
the surface. It was built with the assistance of the Green Amry
and the ACT Parks and Conservation Sermvice. The timber
stmucture simmlstes & fire trench at full scale, with an island
traverse, Zig-zags, a fire step, some duckboards, and a length
of s3p heading dowmwards, as if on its way under ‘o man’s
lznd’ to the enemry menches.

Even in its unfinished state, the mock trench has been very
popular with visibors, and those on guided tours can work
with periscopes and other props to enorich their expenisnce. If
¥ou cam't get ouwt on-site, the mock Tench and the inikal
seciions of rail are visible on Google Earth, starting from the
image dated 13 October 2017,

An mcomplete mock rench m August 2017, with the first
trigl seciions gf fire step and duckboards, aud the iz land
mraverse ar itz heart (Fhoto: Michael Maconachia).

Public trench towrs have been very popular, snd we have
been pleased to welcome some Dumtroon gradustes on those
tours. The next roumd of public touwrs will be during the
Canberra and Fegion Heritage Festival in April 2018, Caoce
finalized, bookings will be through the Woodlands and
Wetlands Trust Tailored group tours can e arranged st other
Hmes.

DCmring 2017 the historical importance of the site received
some measre of recognition in @ reqoest for soil fSom the
mench system to be incorporated imbo the Flanders Fields
memorial garden which was opened at the Ausmalian War
Memorizl in that year. This blended soil taken from iconic
Western Front batilefield sites with soil from Ansiralisn sites
notsble for moop waining, embarkation and refmm.

A 2018 Heritape Grant will now enable forther track
work, mterpretation of the mock ench sugmented reality
sites (where video and mudio can be delivered to hand-held
devices), sandbagging of smucnres, a sinmlated forward
machine gun emplacement, 3 nral facing the cycleway, and
purchase of addifonsl props to =id tench fours and
educational activities.

A book demiling the backpround to, and history of the
mench system was released for Bemembrance Day 2017,
although it bas not yet had 3 *hard” laumch. We have been very
grateful for the assistance of WO2 Steve Medforth in
accessing the archives of the Armmy Museum Duntroon—a
wvery sigmificant, bt (a5 yet) peorly appreciated, resource.

Al procesds from the sale of the rench book zo to support
the work of the Woodlands and Wetlands Trust. At present it
czn only be ordered online.




Pessarch for the book umcoversd additionz]l more
detailed, stories that are waiting to be told, and more
information keeps on coming. Hopefully, some of these
stories and new informaten will find their way mfo this
Mewsletter or other journals.

Wi are also hoping to stage an ‘open day’ event in Spring
2018, marking completon of the mock trench the onral, and
the expanded facilides enabled by this year's Heritage Grant,
and perhaps coinciding with some more archasological
excavations. This event would celebrate the rediscowvery,
investigation, and subsequent presentation of this natonally
importamt hentage place a5 we mark the approaching
centenary of the Armishce.

A puided rour for the Heritgge Fezthal Aperl 2017, showing
a hexagonal abzarvation plagfrm and one of the
imferpreinae signs (Phoito: Michae! Maconachkia).
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ANU archaeologist Dr Tim Denham collects zoil from the

tremch system for woe in the Flanders Freld: memorial

garden ar the Australion War Memorial, March 2017
(Fhoto: Michael Maconachia).

Mark Buz i a writerresearcher with a background in earth
sciencer  and  ecology, and a  fjfelong méerest m
palaeontology, history, and archaeology. He worked with
governmen? ggemcies for more tham two decades bgfbre
starting hiz own busingzs n 2002, ar a frciliator, conmuliant,
trainer and coach, mined with velunigry roles m noi-for-
prafit organizations. He kas [ved in Canbarra since 1980
and bgfore thar m the Snowy Mountains and Sydmeay, while
cuitvating an  mereamngly close conmection with the
Evrobodalla coast He ir currently engaged m wWriiing a
comprehensive hisfory of the Jerrabomberra Wetlands and
arvirons, and a kizstory gf naiure conservaiion m the ACT.




