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The Placen space

Location of RSL Park CampbéliTdetail]
(base:Open Street Map)



Introduction

This is a brief, and by no means exhaustive, historical account of théhatese now call RSL Park

/' YLWBStt OoWGKS LI NJ] FNBFQOO®

It outlines some of the significant changes in the park area over time, to help us understand why it is the
way it is and teshare some of its stories.

These stories may be useful in communication about the park area, particularly in future interpretive

signs and/or artworks.

¢2 AR 2NASYyGlFdA2ys aStSOGSR AYLl 23S HthelAnghicani | 33 SR ¢
Church of St John the Baptist, Rej@d) consistent beacon across 180 years

At the end of the document are a ofage history summary and a map of historical elemémend
around the park aredlocationsindicative).

The earliest pubtiationto offer any specific information about thgark area appear® have beera
map,showingalowK A f f 2 & 2 428 RBgERo@halicusW ¢ RISTF A Y SR 4, lwith$eND 2 dzNE&
trees. In effect it was the corner of a sheep paddo&keviously it mayave been grassedvet alluvial

flat at the foot of that low hill, until grazing stock (or perhaps gold seekerboth) broke it open to

starta gully.

As the suburb of Campbell developed, thenamedcreek wasstraightened out andgent underground
into a pipe. Abovghis a stormwater easement precluded any building, and the rocky hill made it very
difficult to squeeze in additional building blocks to the weBhat leftan oddresidual spacesdgedwith
seven straight lines and two arats lengtha product of the stormwater pipeand its angular western
boundary a product of theocky hill.

Nearly a century afteits earliest deiction, the spacebecame a place of commemoration for tR&SL
(Returned & Services Leaguwith a stone wall, plaque and seats. That changed the nature of the park.
No longer just a passageway over a pipacijuireda name and became a destination for people.

Recent development along Constitution Avenue has increased the neighbouriotapop and in turn
increased visitor pressure on the park, and there is still nabsngeto come. The local community,
seeing nore value in the place than itsse as a pathway, formed a care groupe Friends of RSL Park
- and set about designing astainable landscape that could support more diverakies and uses

Theircommitment andeffort prompted this smalkcale study to document changes in the place over
420 million years, give or takejth greater detail in the last 200 yeatscoveinglayers of story that
might enrichand broaderappreciation of the park area.

This work was prompted tihe beliefshown by the Friends of RSL Rarthe place and its values.

| alsowish to acknowledge the debt owed in this wpakin many othersto the prolific research and
writing of the late Alan Foskett OAM (192922). Alanwas a Campbell resident for §@ars, an urban
geographer, history writer, anstaunchchampion of community.

lintended to seek f | gfrndents on this work before falising it, but that was not to beSinceti has
been prepared while wearing the mantle of the physical and social geographer, as reflected in numerous
maps and aerial images,rust that Alan would approve.

Mark Butz
LearnscapesApril 2022
MarkButz.com
mark.butz@bigpond.com



http://www.markbutz.com/
mailto:mark.butz@bigpond.com

Foundations: the first 420 million years

Underlying geology shapes landformausd soils andin turn, vegetation and habitats, and infmces
human use of the landscapdt isa key to understanding the form of the park area and its consequent
use. What followsis a much simplified geological story.

In common with much of central Canberra, the area around the park is underlain byo& mix
sedimentary and volcanic rocks from tearly Siluriarperiodc.428million years ag¢gMa). The
sediments were laid down in warm shallow seakile the volcanic rocks (a dacite or dacitic ignimbrite)
formed fromash, pumice and molten ro&jected by volcanic eruptions and fused by intense heat.

Around 444Ma continental crust was developing on the eastern margin ofsingercontinent
Gondwanamarked by major mountain building, accompanied hgnise folding, faulting and uplift.
The locéion of Canberra was on the Equatatrthis time. Atropical shallow seaccumulatedsediments
that becameshale, siltstone, sandstone and limestdnghe Canberra Formatigrpunctuated bytuff
and ashstonerbm increasingactivity ofvolcaroesin the Hawkins Volcanic Suitginlayson 2008)

Limestone outcrops that dotted the valley floor here lent the nadnraestone Plaing the district.

Fewof theseoutcrops remain visible, due largely to urban development and landscaping. There is a
sizableoutcrop at Acton, largely drowned by Lake Burley Griffin, and a small outcrop iStEyes
Kingston(sutz2022) The outcrop closest to the park area washe southwest of St Joh®; by 1938 it

had been almost obliteratelly enthusiasticfossil cdlectors (woolnough 1938:112)

The landform of the park area is dominateddaipw ridge ofhardrockfrom the Ainslie Volcanics
(within the Hawkins Volcanic Suit¢he western outcrop limit of a bethat extends northwards from
Mount Pleasant through Ainslie, Majura, and Goorooyartoqust north of the ACCNSW bordernear
Throsby.
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Geology aportrayedin 1986 shows: dominance of Ainslie dlcanicsdacitetypesin the east (Smhserieg Smx)and
Canberra Formation sediments to the weStfc/Smn)with Tertiary gravels (gezfromamuch larger Molonglp
a small pocket of Pleistocene aeolian sang (@siblejust below centre
left of centre is ararea of landfill (Q) placedin the former ourse of the creek that ran through the park area
[detail] (Henderson 1986
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Deposition of the mud and the overlying ash

About 350
million years ago
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Folding and faulting of the sediments during Devonian and
Carboniferous earth movements. Distortion of the rock and the
/ / shells by stresses during this deformation.
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Present day

Mt Ainslie (843m) Woolshed Creek
1

Summary diagram of geological and landscape evolution
the Canberra districrom the Silurian

- Woolshed Creekxample =

(Finlayson 2008Geoscience Australia) Regional uplift and erosion to form the present-day topography

Fromc.145Mathe WY 2 R S N/ Q déveélopdeiaited thd_2Bistralian contiant separatel from
Gondwanaand drifted northwardsfrom its position close to the south pole.

The Pleistocene (2.6Ma to 11,700 years ago) was a time of highly variable climatic regimgisg
between drier glacial phasHewer sea levels and wetter warmer phaseighher sea levels. Evidence
from Lake George sediments indicates four or five major glacial phases in the past 40,000 years.

At the peak of the last ice age temperatures\d8 O2 2f SNJ 6& | 62dzi dx/ =
of about 50 sq km, and glaciers advanced at 19,000 and 16,000 years agel®By®byears ago, sea
levels were about 135m lower than at presentaking the continental landmassout one thirdlarger
than it is today, and most of it was in extreme perpetual drouglhe 2013)

A number of writers have suggested that durin
that dry phase of the Pleistocene the central
Canberra valley floor was occupied by an
ancient Molonglo Lake, dammed byarrier of
stone and sediment that washed from
BlackMountain.

Sediments indicate thahis lake would have
been similar in position to Lake Burley Griffin,
although deepein parts,wider and extending
further to the east(upstream)

It left behind sady flats after the barrier was
breached (woolnough 1938¢pik 1958) These
lacustrine sediments were moved and reshape
by wind to brm aeolian sand dunes up to
2mhigh, which were later mined for the
building of Canberrgawhite et al. 2013)

Ly G2RI&Qa 3S 2 dehlrecikded
at Pialligo and Russell, with smaller dunes at
Duntroon, Parkes and Acton.

A fossil lake of thdry coolPleistocend@ W2 f R |
shownwest of \RusselllMount Pleasant)(Opik 1958:66)
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First People

The Pleistocenavas a time of low humidity, high wind speeds, high evaporation, high summer heat,
cold southern air masses pushing further into the continent, frosts inhibiting plant growth, and
widespread instability of sand dunes. This lasted aboutODy@ars; described ashe coldest and
driest period, and the most hostile living environmgnthuman history(Horton 1994: 201; Cane 2013: 152, 156)

Into thisinhospitable environmenivalked the First Peopjat least 21,000 years agaround thetime of
the last ice age peak. Theould havemade use of a Pleistocene lake

Ameliorationin the climate, particularly from about 580 years agoencouragedgopulation growth

At that time, and until about200 yeas agqthe descendants of the FirseBple would have witnessed
slowflowing watersthat deposited dark siltsThe swampy meadow sedimetypified a chainof-ponds
stream structure, as described in the earliest tenit accounts of the districtThis landscappersisted
for only a few decades after European settlement, as erosion and ffotdde/ing droughtperiods
incised stream channels, and transported large quantities of sand and greatelet al. 2013Eyles1977

Early European accounts of Aboriginal ways of life in the vicinity of the floodplain describe aspects of a
successful economy, with eventful social life and a range of contacts between groups. They record that
local Aboriginal people numbered between 48fd 500, based on numbers seen at corroborees. The
people lived most of the time in relatively isolated bands or groups of 20 to 3(hasatl themselves

where food was relatively plentifuécrossan estate of some 2 million ac/830,000ha (Bluett 1954 Watson

192714)

One ecorded area of regular occupatigrasabout halfway between modern Pialligo and
BlackMountain, close to a reported gathering argathe vicinity ofDuntroon Dairy.

Written descriptions from the 1820s suggest that the rivers whem a series of waterholes, and that

valley floor areas were primarily temperate grasslapgesi977 watson 192y It is likely that the combined

action of cold air drainage, flood events and soils would have favoured grassland over trees on the valley
floors, and Aboriginahosaicburning may also have played a pa#tbove the flats were woodlands and
forests onfoothills below hills and ridges, offering higher, drier aleds frostprone camping spotswith

ample firewood.

The streams, wetlands and open grassy plains of the floodplain, coupled with surroliglihyg
timbered hills, provided a wide variety of plant and animal materialstietter, warmthfood, fibre,
medicine, dyes, ritual ornamentation, glyésolsand ceremany.



European exploration

An area on the north bank of the Molonglo below Mount Pidasappears to be the first camp site used
by Europeans within the present ACT bordiiis possible that this wasot farF N2 Y G2 Rl @ Q& LJ |
but equally it may have been in the vicinityrabdern Duntroon.

On 7 December 1820 the party, led by Joseph Wild, and including Charles Throsby Smith and James
Vaughan, provided the first account of the distticat was latetknown as Limestone Plains for the
outcrops of that stone along the riveFitztardinge1954)

{YAGKQE 22d2NY I f RSaONK 6BRNEI KSE 2SBYyA &3 yIREAION LB FAY
gAGK QF . Sl dzl A FdzZf wA @S NJITheigloup alsolretordeditye gighting of & K N2 Q
Aboriginal campfire smoke in the distang®&atson 1927-8)

The first printed account of the area appeared in fgstralian Magazinef June 1821.

Dr Charles Throsby (uncle of Charles Throsby Smith), after he had located the Murrumbidgee River,
described the country dperfectly sound, well watered with extensive meadows of rich land on either
side of the rivers; contains very fine limestone, in quantities perfectly inexhaustible, slatestsared

and granite fit for building, with sufficient timber for every usefutpose...! (Fitzhardinge1954)

Such descriptions were to prove irresistible to pioneer settlers. In 1823 Capt Mark Currie recorded that
the last settlement south of Sydney was an outstation on the Goulburn P&idshe last residence

gl a CKNRaoOReQAXT fr&ndndgdi$R) ThelLimestyePlains2ay tHree to four days (or

45 mileg72km) further south from Goulburn
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country betweenGoulburn at righ{County Argyleand Limestone Plains at I§f€ounty Murray)

Pialligo, Mount Ainslie, and &k Mountainare marked
(State Library of New South Wales FL3541847)



European settlement
The first European settlers on the floodplain were employees of Joshua John Moore, who grazed sheep
in 1823 near Canberiynodern Acton/Sullivans Creek]

In 1825 James Ainslie is said to have been guided by Aboriginal peomé-teatered grasslands near
the confluence of the Molonglo River withodernWoolshed Creek and Jerrabomberra Credlrehe
depastured 700 sheep and built huts, on behalf of his employer Robert CamplpetiminentSydney
merchant Campbellvasthe first resident settleron a 4,000 acréand grant, madein 1825as

W RRAGAZ2Y I O2 Y LIShssahipthe\SYdyiey Cavé bervicekdthe fCalgnvatsa H222)

Theproperty was initially calle’t A | (br& A A 2 ,fdérizd fédm the Abaginal name for the locality

(byalegeeor biyaliged. (vowle 1896) This probably applied to much of the landscape upstream from

modern MountAinslie through Fyshwick to the outskirts of QueanbeyapksorNakano 2005) The next

generation ofCampbells renamed the estae5 dzy G(INRRSNI (G KS T lodatioh id Scatlarid.y OS & G N

The namePiallig®l ¥ A NI dh a maglhjSurvisijor Robert Dixgfrom the first general survey of the
area in 1829. This helped toladwate County Murraypne of the Nineteen Countidhat defined the
Limits of Locatioffior the colony (watson 19228) DixorRa Y I LI ¢ I By Sulzlei@MNRober§Hoddle,
who undertook the first detailed survey in 1838d delineated portionin the Parish of Canberra.
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832 Survey of Limestone Plains distgittoddle- Parish Canberrddetail]
(NLAnla.ob}23326253%

The park area is withithe formerLJ32 NIiA 2y py t | NRAK [/ | y 0-&chNNbcE

In 1830 Campbell construedl a homesteadin portion 58) using onvict and exconvict quarrymen,

masons and carpenters from Sydn@grr & Falkusos213) Built oflocalW 6 f dzS EawRinys §dcanic

Suite from Mount Pleasant, thesinglestorey cottage was completed in 183& that time the only

permanent residence within a hundred mil@sodienMackay Logan 201& G Gmmings198532; Kerr & Falkug98212)

hiGKSNJ SFNIe& ai2yS 0 dz t Rdlofribdcksuarridd ramyMonmRANsli€andY | RS dzi
Pleasantincluding thedairy (1830s)StW2 Kgfitdgch andschoolhouse (1840gall within portion 58)

anda series ofvorker cottages (1850680s). Some parts o6t Joh@ displayalsothe contrastinggoldof
BlackMountain Sandstone a buildingborn of oth seabedsand volcanoes
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Shape of the land
The park aredayon the lower reaches of a creek with an extensive caeht drairing higher groundo
the north [Mount Ainslie](c.250m higher) and eas{Mount Pleasant/Russell Hi{c.105mhigher).

This part of the creek was labelled on th@10 Contoursurvey | LJ & + WgStf RSTFAYSR
(NLAnla.obj232175565 and early aerial photographi{&rom the 1940syuggesictivegullying along this
creek. Thesteepnature of itsuppercatchment sggests it may have been prone to flash floodimg

runoff from higher ground

The unnamed creek through the park area was joirtmvnstreamby a tributary creekdraining the
area just to the east of W2 Ky Q &westeirecdaieiof modern Campbell].

\
N generally

Below: Overlay on Open Street MapNLAnla.obj23217556%
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The park aredieson the easterngdndleeward) side of a moderately high outcropdzcitic volcanic
NREO1XZ fFoSftfSR I a | ersisthrfiout@dp appehndio Yiavdistedded the aeekk S NE Q ¢
into a fairly wide curve, forming an alluvial flat from sediments dropped as the water slowed.

It is possible that the gudshadbeen etchednto what was previously a series gfassyflats andsoaks
with occasional pondandlargelyindistinct channels Thismay also have beethe case fothe tributary
creek, whictfor muchof itslower reache@appeasin earlyaerialphotograpls to bean extensive soak.
The soakappears tchave inhibited urban development of that aredespite the relatively flat terrain
[now managed in the watesensitive design and watéeature of Hassett Park].

All early mapsshow that the creekranto the Molonglo[the line of Wendouree Drive just below
Blundells Cottagelyith its lower reacheseingindistinctin the sands and gravels of tHl®odplain
tract.

“_.:’_L:-,‘!‘I.., .

1911 Contour modadf Canberra site [detail] with 4x vertical exaggeratgsent to several cities

to be available to competitors in the Federal Capital design competition
(NLAnla.ob}150466378

The park area isKkely to havecarriedsparse tree coverbeing locatedat the edge ohaturalgrasslands
on the Molonglo floodplaininthe 1910 and 1911XContour surveynaps (NLAnla.obj232175565
nla.obj23217628) it appears to bet the edge of the timber on hillsvhile just four years lateion the
Federal Capital Territory feature mahat timberine appears tdhave receded(NLA nla.obj233281593.

This may be due tmaccuracy ofnapping, but it coul@lso reflecttree removal for fenceposts and
firewood, andfor openingup additional grazing area



European pastoralandscape

Ly G2RIF&Q&a 3S23NJ Laktenddd kdsn Mikchallii th&ldhyoHurSednitHe Go8th,
and from the edge of Queanbeyan westwanger Capitol Hilo Deakin

By late 1877 the gtateincluded40,000 acred 6,000hafreehold withan additional45,000 acres
18,000hdeasehold. Theestatewas based primarily on she€p6,000 sheep shorthat yea), with
breeding ofhorsesand Durham cattlesupported byfarmingof grain and fodderwith ahay yieldof
150tons. (GoddenMackayLogan2014:2))

Theextensiveestate was fenced bthe Campbeb from the 1860sdefining and namingaddocks
Fences and gatdermalised tracksthat had developedetween thehomestead putbuildings, worker
cottages, chrch, schoolglebefarm, andriver crossingsThe park area lay on the eastern edgettod
Ram Paddock, abutting the fentteat divided it from Morans PaddockGoddenmackay Logar2014:2627)

The dairy lay to the eastut into the southfacing slope oMount Pleasarf ¢ A 1 K {1 W2 Ky Q&
Rectory or Glebe (house and farm) to the weattrack connected thes® the homesteadrunning just
south of the park area [near Constitution Ave].
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The Ram Paddo@nd Morans paddockc.1915 federalTerritory Feature map sheet fetail];

also showing the cottages of Anders@e SmetBlundel, andMrs Young
(NLAnla.ob}23328159%




Some notable early roads around the park area provided access to surrounding areas.

CNRY SIad (2 y2NIKZI Iy SFENXIeé NBaSNWSR NRBRIR SR TN
|.

meeting there a roadorth-6 Sa i G KNRdzZAK b2NIK / FYyoSNNI G2 ,lFaa o\
A2dzZi K G WHNB@NDKI ad {G W2KyQa FyR FONR&A / KdZNDK / NP
easts SAG NBIFR 0SG6SSYy vdzSFyoSely | yAR NNG Sanddugddbiay 6 A R 3
toBrindabell® CNBY GKS ONRP&AANRBIR&E I NBFR GNI} O18R &2diK

Jerrabomberra, Tharwand the Monaro.

—
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/ /‘vv“‘v 1778 " -‘; . ; \ v }_- 3 " I d
Map showing roads remaining from the pastoral era in the early Federal Capital;
the southern contimiation of Duntroon as a district name reflects the extent of Campbell holdings

¢ base mafdl911 Canberra Contour survigetail]
(NLANla.obj23217628)
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A less formal map by Survey8crivenerl909- Rough sketch shewirgjte for Federal Camp at Canberra
about 8 miles from Queanbey@nT | f a2 &aK2gAy3d GKS LINAYOALI f NRIRa &
(NLAnla.ob}23436957}

Worker cottages

Close to these roads were a numbef®tintroorestate worker cottages Most had been built for the
estate by mason George Rottenberry whose emigration in 1849 was sponsored by the Campbells.
CharlesCampbell ran the estate from 1835 and instituted a scheme to sponsor and @etttly

Scottish labourers, placing the emiants in cottages with a couple of acres, intending that they become
tenant farmers. This continued under George Campbell from 1854.

PLIAGNBLFY FNRY GKS LI N] FNBF flFreée W yRSNA2YyQa 0211
position [vicinity ofJacka Place] in the lee of a hill [now topped by Legacy &adl)y a creek It stood
on the eastern side afence between the Ram Paddock and Morans Paddock, and adjoined that fence.

From 1857 this cottage was occupied by PatriaizNI S&8 X 0 HES8AKSRRY I ¢geR KA A&
Fahee) who arrived from Ireland as bounty immigrants in 184ater 20a:67) Their son Patrick and his

wife Annie Elizabeth @@ Tong)wouldlater occuyWa dzZ3 3+ adza3F Q o0GKS& gSNB LI
SylviaCurley OAM, weknown nurse and advocate, and writer of a significant memoir).

Before itwasW! Yy RSNEA2Y QaQ Al KIFIR 0SBFSOWYEBYW!IIiMtReUBBRAY R
when it passed to Archié\(chibalg Anderson, a coachman andilés NJ a G dzZRYF aG,SNJ i W5 d;
presumablyafter his 1882 marriageo EmilyAnn Wilson They hacdeightchildrenand most of this

FlYAf & | NB 0 gaiNdnGafRayobairo14p61s; vodMPod ShiEbipedpo) Anderson remained there

until 1913, moving to Acton where he was employed to drive a government drbgy cottagewasthen

occupied bytenants on anonthly basis(NAA: A657 DS1914/781)

11



In 1913 it was described as a cottage with three rooms in stone and two rooms in weatherboard, the
earlier room having an old shingle roof later capped with galvanised (a.As57 Ds1914/781] his would
suggest it was a Rottenberry constructidnwas still standing in about 29 when it was included in

{ 'Y D2 RAew NMRanker@’ LJ ANyAflakby3aBaes3y

N |

View of Canberra.1920- Sam Goddard { i W2Ky Q& Blatk M(ﬁmtdinyétAri(jh? yUNB §
saidi2 0S ! YRSNE2Yy Qa O2Z2MNidinladdis43gegy € STU T2 NBINRdAzy R

Despitethe previousdescriptorWa 2 NJ- y Q awithid braris BaSlddaR > origii & the name

remains unclear There isarecollectionof?a NJ 9 aNBE a2 Nl yQ KI @iknSdEef A SR Ay

AWirs James Morarb dzy (i NB 2 y Q hakidg myd2 a GaitathleXdonatiam 1878.(Queanbeyan Age

23Nov 1878:3)Other contemporaryreferences to aames Morardo not cite a location near Duntroon.

On the eastern edge of Morans Paddock, adjoititegRoyaMilitary ColleggRMC)the 1915 feature
YLl aK2ga W5 SDeschbsdiin 1013 asthieer&@ cottage in stongpossiblybuilt by
Rottenkerry), itwas occupiedrom about 1903 to 193 by Albert Victor De SmeaiNAA: DSL1921/703)
Hewas a groundsman aPuntroorQwhere hs brother Charles Emanuel De Smet also wofked
time, along withtheir father Jules De Smetwhoworkedasa carter. (Procter2001:77; 1917 Electoral RelDuntroon)

¢CKS O2G013S gra ftaz2 NBTSNNNBaRXSonuAffMs/SI YIS G Qa . 2
married workersan overflow aredrom the offical camp set ugin the grounds of the RMfor those

engaged withts development. Sites in he highlyinformaland dispersed Home Affaira@p had

originally been arrangkg A G K (0 KS Y I y I &g itgagquisitibnday theNDBranybtvealth.

Facilites in the camp were considerég the authoritieso be most unsatisfactoryln 1913it housed

12 to 13 married workerplus one boarding houggn 1914this waslisted in the name of Moran, quite

separate from De Sm&tad 2 O ) daladhzy?, Gd1m083)

By late 1914he Home Affair€amp waswithin an area proposed amn extension to thd&RMGC bringing
its boundary to the top of the ridgeReflecting this, the sitef the De Smet cottagis now within the
grounds of the Australian Defence Forcademy. Afte5 S { YdépartQra the ottage wasoccupied
by at least foussuccessivéenants into the 1920gnAA: bsL1921/703 he date ofts removal is uncertain
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1914 Federal Territory contour map of city site and adjacent |§ohelsil]
(NLA:nla.ob}23354453%

c.1915FederalTerritory Feature map sheet fletail] overlayon 2019 imagery
(NLANla.obj233281594 ACTmapi

Downstream from the park area the creek met the Molonglo floodplain betweerstiiee cottages of

Blundell and Young, close to the ford of Church Crossing.

George and Fla Blundell occupiedthe®2 G G F 3S o0We¢KS t 2L I NAEQO FTNRBY My
carrier and bullock driver. Built by Rottenberry in about 1860, it was first aedilgy WilliamGinn, a

L 2dzZ3KYlFyYy Fd W5dzyiNR2Yy Q> YR KA& 6AFS al NB FyR 7
Alice Oldfield. It was to be demolished in 1962 but was reprieved and became a museum.

WaNB , 2dzy3Qa 02l 8 frobablylbyRotiedrkrfy,iandivgs filstd@ufzéd by y p
W5dzy i NB2yQ o6fF Ol &aYA{GK CNJI yii@hCanbeérra post afficerandremained My c o
both post office and smithy until 1879, when the post office moved to the Yass Road, a bettemlocat

for the coach mail run between Yass and Queanbeyan. In 1913 thisyas SR W! Ay af ASQ LJ
avoid confusion with the new central post office established at Acaowl itwas demolished in 1925.

Brigid/Bridget, widow of William Young (d948 occupied the old cottage near Church Crossing after
the post officehadmoved Tlat cottage was demolished in 192Bodden Mackay Loga014:28;Young 2007)
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Gold!

The alluvialflat at the northern end of the park aremay have been worked for gbin the 19" century.

After the discovery of payable gold at BathurstNSWwas publicised in 1851, a series of gold rushes

began as other districiseganthe search.This triggered significant migration of diggers from overseas,

as well as from rural holdings to gold field3verall, he Canberra district was not greatly affed by

goldrush migration of workersPerhaps his was dugartly to the policy of the Campiils of ¥ G G | OKA y 3
g2 NJ] SNE Wwith haigesSandisthall blérks to work for themselyegrardinge195421-22, 30)

\!

The first gold finchear ®untroom
was in 188-7, probablythe shaft
sunk by Bob Slageith George
/YL St t Qato thdSehklok |
Mount Pleasant(Queanbeyan Age 251
190:2) In February 861 a digger
from Lambing Flat [nowound
found gold in alluvial material nea
Puntroorcbut Campbelprohibited
further prospecting(s/dney Morning
Herald23 Feb 1865F)

Whateverhisearlymisgivings, in

/f 2 7=
1863 Campbekbrected a crushing AN & ) //~//
) NN i, — 2/ e N

plant andobtained qua.lrtz. from a 1910 Geologynap[detail] shows W 2 dllial gold working®
reef on'Buntroon(by sinking a 15ft at the head of the creek [rear of Campbell sishpnd a quartzeef
(4.6m)shaft, apparentlywithout downstream [neathe National Emergency Services Monument]

SUCCESSThe Golden Age [Qaabeyar) 3 Sep (NLAnla.0bf232175330
18632; Queanbeyan Age 2511193:2)

It is also recorded that Campbell obtained a nugget of nearly 3 ouB88&g3in March 1867, and did
some crushing from a quartz reef on MowRleasant a few months latgmoore 20014)

Late in 1871 Campbell offered a reward of £250 to anyone who discovered a payable quatatreef

proved to bethe origin of the gold in alluvium dBuntroonQ(Queanbeyamge23 Nov 1871:3 Somel3 to 14
ounces(383g)was won from alluvial workings in 184&ueanbeyamges Sep 1872) These may have been

the alluvial works started by George Coleman, with a dam, pump and puddling maghiaok,

continued for 18 months(Queanbeyan Age 281190:2) ¢ KS &S | NB LINK & [dAXAE (0 AR f W2 f6R N
aK2gy 2y t AGOYIl Y Qénandsmzsssy TBehéwadpdpededreddptimisticallythat

WGiKS 5dzyGNR2y SadalraS Fo2dzyRa ¢A0GK 3JI2ft R onlp AYRSSR
NEIj dzA NS & OF LIAGE £ | yidReanByyegeSshhhadigh 4 S (2 RSOSt 2L AGQ

The Campbells

George and Marriann€ampbelfeturned to England to attend to the education of their children

f SF@AyYy 3 YI yI IS Y SHederick Eampbelbgoti dfl BharCandiCathefing) 1877,
(kerr & Falkus22) After GeorgeCampbeldied in 1881the property was legally inherited by their first son
Y WI (&l John Edward Robert Campbell DSO, a Boer War véiténgin Englanyl Marrianne
returned to ' PuntroorQ This dd not sit well with Frederickand in1882 hepurchased thé¥arroluml&
(Yarrowlumla or Yarralumla) propertyerr & Falkus 198223; Watson 19271)

Management arrangements féBuntroor(in the 1880sare unclear, although David Tully appears to

have managed the property in the 18908 20118iuett1927 | F G SNJ al NNRA I yy $1903 Y LI6 St f ¢
it was managedor Col Campbelby E E (Ernest Edward) Hudsomntil 1913 (Queanbeyan Age 2911913:2)

A number of local landholdesaid to agisstock onthe property.
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Federal Capital purposes

In resumptionfor the Federal Capital, the2 YY 2y St f G K | OljdzA NBR (G KS W5 dzy/i
Theold Campbell residence became the Royal Military Colldgefirst Federal institution to be
establishedwhile the extensive pastoral holdings were leased or bedrfor agistment.

The successful city plan in the design competitic
was that submitted byValter Burley Griffin and
Marion Mahony Griffin.

The Griffins conceived a city shaped by the
landscapewith a desigrorganisedn aseries of
axesand consequentriangles. (NCA 2004:54)

Mount Ainslie was the originating point for a
LandAxis which cotinued southwest towards
Mount Bimberi, intersecting at right angles with &
Water Axis originating on Black Mountain and
extending soutkeast to thesouthern shoreof
EastLake, withinLakePark.

The Causeway Axis markead elevated causeway I NN % s ,
which wagopped with a railway and road into the Axesof the Griffin Plan overlain othe modern,

city, also retaining thevaters of thevastEast Lake GAGK DNAFFAYQa adzyr O
(Butz2019) (base:ACTPLA 2007

In the Griffin plan, the park are@as in the eastern part of the city. The hilly topography here
precluded continuation of the grid pattern drawn in the west. Instead, the creek valley containing the
park area had at its heart THtarade (later Sandhurst Raile), curving to the nortiead, through the

gap between Mounts Pleasant and Ainséie a ceremonial connection between the Military and the
dty ¢ aquite different geometrydetermined bythe terrain. The Military Grougad a residential
component on the northern shore of East LaikeA 2004:62)

]| :’_ Jﬂ" 1= \9:/ <, "-\T,— X £\ MOKARD PARK
R /7J13m1/ﬂ)\ - '.\X - N\~ \ : \ \?\":\%‘ i ’
; (& / ' l} - i~ e\ ', - \ ,"I’I e

§ /\J‘.B I ESNC s
v A e S

N
{

(NLANIla.0bj23272398%
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The Griffindea was to develop commercial functions at Russell around the Market Centitsand
railway stationwith municipaladministrationfunctions at VernofCity Hil]l. These would bknked by
Capital TerracgConstitution Avenueés the Municipal Axjshree kilometres long, forming the central
spine of the main business district, with the highest commercial and resadelgnsity in the cityand
serviced by streetcars (trams)

Thisaxisalso formed the base of the central triangle in the Griffin plmexpression of the People, as
distinct fromthe Governmenton the opposite shore of the central lakasin BetweenCapitalTerrace
and the lakewould bethe Recreation Groug anextensivecentral parkandcultural buildingseasily
accessible to the peopldn this schema,te park arediesjustabove (north of) the Municipal Axis and
to the right (east) of the Lanéxis about halfway to the Market Centresrifin 1913 NCA 2004:60, §2
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City railway

Canberra plan of city and environs 103C 1Riail] - Walter Burley Griffir shows proposed stations
andtunnel/cuttingson the City railway from the Market (General) to the City

(NLANIa.0bj230572593

Thehard volcanic rockoothills of modern Russell Hallso influenced design of the City railwayhich
wasplannal to continue on to YassAfter crossing the floodplain on The Causeway thewas toenter
a tunnel and met an underground General Statignearthe AustraliarAmerican Memorig| intended
as the major arrival point anglatewayfor the city. Above thiswvasthe Market buildingand Station
Place, athe apex ofatriangleframed by The Causeway aRdderal [Kings] Avenu@utz 2018)

s

and continue in a cutting underneath

the level of Thd?arade Thecutting for

the linewould have traversed the park
area approximately at the narrow &
WySO1Q 2F GKS LI N
JackeCrescent, and through the
northern end of tte low rocky hill

This route approximates the earliest
- 6y GNF Ol FTNRBY W
StW2 Ky Q& > N&ively &6y A |
grade,which would bemade even |
easier in a cutting.

The railway was then to pass
undemeathroads all the way to and
through the city(no level crossings)
(Butz 2018)

overlayon Open Sreet Map (NLAnla.obj230572593
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This line was not built due to austerity during the Great War, but Griffin persisted with a temporary
construction tramway at a much reduced scale and cost.

S 'I"gu W

I

This crossed the floodplainona < "5,
low embankment and the
Molonglo on a timber trestle
bridge. To avoid tunnelling, the
temporary line swung away from
the rockyfoot slopes of

Mount Pleasantaindheaded
north-west (Butz 2018)

It crossed the creethat ran
through the park area on a bridgt
[Constitution AvenuaearBlamey |
Crescent] andkirtedthe rocky
hill. While this approximatedn
2t R GNIY O1 FTNRY
W2KyYyQa aKz2gy Ay.
(NLAnla.obj232695502nla.0b}230052158,
it still required significant ctihgs

to reduce the gradient for trains.  Canberramap showingcuttings and embankments on the temporary
(NLAnla.0bj-359762205 construction tramwayl 94249 [detail] (NLAnla.obj359762205

The temporary line then followed the planned permanent rodtern Creswell Street].

After only a year otwo of operation, he flood of 1922 dmagedthe trestle bridge and embankment
across the floodplainandthe ensuing (larger) flood in 1925 finished their destructi@otz 2018)

Until 1950 there was a possibility of the line being used once agaitthe rails and sleepers and
bridges were left in placeOral history (1930gkcallsyabbying in a large pond near the railway bridge
just south of the park aregroskett 2008:30 citing Pat ConnogéenBrodribb)

Ultimately this part of the line
was never esurrected. Terails
were liftedfrom 1940, and the
last bridge, adjacent to the
Duntroon Road, was removed i
1959.(GanberraTimes26 Oct 19591)

Several alternative routes were
considered over the yearOne
(1929) proposed that the railway
line towards Yass would fpass
the city on a route along the
foothills of Mount Ainslie.This
option would have rurthrough
the centre of the park area

N \ '\ . el ¥ o 5 o N

[opposite B.Orella Street]oast 1929 Canberrfdetail] overlayon Open Sreet Map showsa possible
the rocky hill [Getting Crescent] Cityrailway route heading north to the foothills of Mount Ainslie
andthen headed northward (NLAnNIa.obj233327796

(NLAnla.obj233327796)

18



Workers settlement

After thefunding austerity of the Great War, a commitment was made to open Federal Parliament in
Canberra in 1926, later altered to 1927 wheRoyal Visitvas locked ito open Parliament in Magf

that yeaid G €tSrad | WydzOf SdzaQ 2F (GKS Lzt AO aASNBAO
(Brown201473; Andrews1983 This would require a flurry of building activity, afetresulting influx of

workerswasto be accommodated in temporary casyn a range of shelter from tents through

hutments (sleeping cubicles) and tenements (multiple occupancy) to cottages.

In1926a worker camp of 120 sites
commenced at Russell Hill as a
temporary measure.

Intended to last no more than three
years, thesettlement was not
connected to electricity or the sewer,
and had no public telephone, but it did
have piped water.

A track connected the camp to the

formed road [Constitution Avenue] but _ 0 \\\
there was no public transpoihto the ‘ ) b i‘l e
city areafor decades(Faskett 2008:25, 3p 1929 Canberra overlayn Open Sreet Map [detall]
showingsites in the Russell Hill settlement
(NLAnla.ob}233327796

The settlement dwellings wetauilt by thepeoplewho inhabited them, usingnaterials donatedy the
FederalCapital CommissionAs aresultthere was great variation in qualitywarden2014)

By 1927 (September) the Russell Hill School ope
with 110 students [western side of Blamey

Crescent] and by the following year Russell Hill v |
home to about 115 fanmigs.

Despite its intended short life, by the late 1920s t

aStiftSYSyid KFER F aOK2?2

football field, tennis court, and a pavilion (moved i ey -

from other camps). A sketch from memory show: _ = Wi R 3 TR

G§KS WNI Af gl & o6 NARISHOOl, I Sketchof Russell Hill Settlement by Daphne Davis

and the tennis courtFoskett 2008:1%23; Foskett 2015:2) [detail - closest to the park area]
aK2gAYy3d WNI Af Gl €& 0NMNI

The authorities considered the camp to be an (Gugler 1994)

embarrassmentsimilar tothe nearbyHome Affairs
Camp a decade earlier. Theyught to relocate
tenantsto Molonglo and Causeway cottages as
they became available, while other tenantere
moved to QueanbeyanBy 1929 all but 39 homes
had been removed. The school closed in 1930
(April) and was moved to Corroboree Park as a
community hall. It had previouskeen service as
0§KS CNBSYlLazyaQ |+ttt
havefirst beena Molonglo Camp structure.
(Canberra Times 29 Jul 1927:F0skett 2008:221; Gugler1994

Russell Hill schoat its previous incarnation
at Acton; built 1923
(NAA A356Q 7185
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The Russell Hill Settlement officially ceased in 1934 bulossiewas frustrated byhe Great

Depression and World War With numeroushomeless people remaining there despite its deprivations.
The last dwellingfom this phase of occupaneyere demolished in the late 195Q8oskett 2008:20Gugler
1994:229, 231234)

That late finalisation of the settlement may have thwarted plans mooted in 1950 to establish an
additional tourist motor camp for Canberra, in the DuntreBuossell Hill are@canberraTimes7 Dec 1950:7)

Oral history includes recollection of gold pamg on the creek that now underlies the park area. This
may have been in the oltB70salluvial workings shown on thE910geologymap but may have been
along its length(NLA: nla.obp32175330)

¢CKS yIYS Wt 2@SNIe& DdzA t &t ofdt),said tardakeyoJark oFsRobdsirK S |
gold-seekingor to conditions in the remnant settlement more broad{gueanbeyan Age 25 Jul 1930:2;
Foskett 2008:22 citing Ann GuglerMore grimly, and perhaps indicative of the latter possibilibg name
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1932 Map of Canberra showing developmétetail]; Duntroonis used a a suburldistrict name
the Military College has relocated to Sydney &epressiorera savings measure
and is being used for worker accommodatjon

note the end of the straight line of Constitution Ave [now close to the intersection with Blamey Crescent]
(NLAnla.ob}233327173

The onset of the Great Depression slowegt development. Commissioned in the aftermath of the
GreatWar, the foundation stone of the Australian Watemorial was laid on 25 April 1929, but work
was curtailed by the DepressiolVork on the main structure began in 1936 ahe& Memorial was
officially opened on Armistice Day 194 the midst ofanother wat by Prime Minister John Curtin.

(www.awm.govau)
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g /»-" o g%
Aerial view lookingeastsouth-eastalong Constitution Avenug@nid-right) c.19409detail]; showing
the park area in contexbeyond Anzac Parade abhélowthe Russell Hilvorkers settlemeni1);
the lightly timberedrocky hill above the park area is visili® on this side of the straight track into theees;
the temporary tramwayroute (3) enters from rightand crosses the creek at the site of the old railway bri@ye
then it skirts the rocky hill andurves omo the planned permanent routé);
afarmdamisformedin the wet soak just to the east of Anzac Paréle
the creek continues at right on its way to the Molonglo floodplah (
from the end of Constitution Avenue the Duntroon road bends aroiiedfoothills of

Russell Hill and Mount Pleasantconnect with the Military College
(base:Archives ACT)
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Jun 1940 Run 2W photo 1458@tail] showing clearly the route of the temporary tramway and site of

the former railway bridge over thereek; Russell Hill settlement in treed area at right;
{020G0GQa 6/ KdzNOKO / NraaAy3a |G f 2 ¢ SwhsbleaSl@niér righyoRcenir& S
Beloww¥ RSGIFAf 2F GKS LI NJ] NBF FyR ONRS{I I @adsS NI {Ndryd
(NLAnNla.obj182514689%




Growing a City

The 1950ssaw renewed interest in developing the Capital, vdthew plan and dramatically increed
construction By 1958 the populatiorwould grow t039,00Q increasingat 5% per annNUNNCA 2004:100)

.
"

£ e
o - o

an entrenched creek gullgnddisruption to soil in the flat at right [Butler Placgjossibly from gold seeking;
track in foreground giving access to Russell Hill workers settlemarte of the temporary tramwaygtill visible

extensive soaknd farm damin the paddocko the west(left centre)
(ACT Heritage Library 009602

1955 aerial photograpfdetail] shows initial groundworks for Campbéieakes Place taking shapearcentre);

extensive aresof fill (rubbish dumplkvident- Canberra Run 54 Nov 1955 5054
(ACTmapi
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In 1956(25 May) the name @npbell was approved for
an area previously describgffom 1927)as Duntroon.
This change was partly prompted by concerns about
W5dzy GNR2Yy NBaARSyiliaQ AyoQ
reflect poorly on RMC DuntroorThe new name
commemorated Robert Camplb@nd his successors,
with Duntroon retained exclusively for the college aree
(Ganberra Times Jun1956:2 15 Jun 1956:2Foskett 2008:Y

Reflecting proximity to the Australian War Memorial, i
June 1956 thé&ational Memorials Committeehoseas
the zo dzZND Q&4 G KSYS yIlYSa +y

GSNESE& &AdzYYl NR &S R (Fokkek 200845 1928Canberra map dbivisiors [detail]
(nla.0b}363159444)

A plan had beepreparedin 1955, with Campbell the first Canberra suburb to depart from the 1925

gazetted city planand the firsttobe dsiglS R 2y (G KS Wy SA 3K achcpiiKsBiegne&daY2 RSt Q
suburb around a population of 3,5@)000 peoplelarge enough tsupport aninfants/primary school

near central shops, ovals and other facilities, arranged so that no child would have to walk more than

800m to school. Local streets cudvavith cukde-sacsand arterial traffiovasconfined to the edges of

the neighbourhood(Foskett 2008:41, 44)
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Campbell Canberra Street Plan 2004 overlaidtbe 1918Griffin City Ran [detail]

Contrasting street layout the grid of Reid to the west and the neighbourhood model in Campbell to the east
(NCA2004111)
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The terrain irparts ofCampbell posed some challenges for the planners in following the neighbourhood
model, as did constraints relating to the War Memorial, Anzac Parade, and Constitution Avenue.

A balance was needed between a suitable road layout and the need for homenditesface of an
ambitious building program. Initial priority was given to the gentler terrain areas, with later attention
paid to layouts for the steeper slopes in the e@siskett 2008:41,2)

This is reflected in the 1959 plan for CampbelltHat time under the National Capital Development
Commission (NCD@LAnla.obj86375044) Even at that time, some steeper areas were not finalised, and
the plan omitted some streets. For exampBarsia Street now traverses the central hill topped by
Legacy Park, between Jacka Crescent and Patey ;3tneeButler Place hasipplanteda park area

drawn on the old creek flaflabelledButler Garden@n a 1961 versioNLAnIa.obi362084680).

Both changegrovided a substantial number of additidnauilding sites.

It is also notable that the 1959 plan shows a high schit®lnext to Anzac Pade, and a substantial
residential area in the foothills of Mount Ainslie (nogtastof Monash Drive) Neitherof these
eventuated. The suburb layout wanot completed until the early 1960s

1959 NCD@lan for Campbelbn the neighbourhood model

¢ alreadypartly developed, but thiportrayalis not quitehow it turned out
(NLAnla.ob}86375044)
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